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April 12, 2016

Our Prayers
Matter!
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Imagine General Conference 2016 bathed in prayer. That’s the vision of the Council
of Bishops of The United Methodist Church. Between January 1, 2016 and May 10,
2016, all 131 annual conferences around the globe will offer their prayers on one
particular day for the upcoming gathering of 864 delegates from around the world.

Holston’s day is Tuesday, April 12, 2016. For twenty-four hours, we will join our
prayers to the chain of conferences in our global family of The United Methodist
Church who are seeking that God’s will be accomplished and that we offer a positive
witness as we participate in Christian conferencing.

In Holston, we are going to ring our church bells to mark this day of prayer.
Beginning at 5:10 p.m. and lasting until 5:20 p.m., congregations are asked to ring
their church bells to signal our call to prayer. This time frame represents the dates of
the General Conference session in Portland, Oregon from May 10-May 20. During
this ten-minute period, pause where you are to remember the General Conference, all
who will attend, the work that will be accomplished, and the ministry of our Church
that will continue long after the Conference is adjourned.

Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor and our Holston delegation of 6 lay persons and
6 clergy also welcome your prayerful support. Please remember each of these
individuals by name in prayer on April 12.

General Conference Lay Delegates: Del Holley, Emily Ballard, Becky Hall, John
Tate, Bob Lockaby, Karen Wright, Alternates: Joyce Moore, John Eldridge

General Conference Clergy Delegates: David Graves, Kim Goddard, Sandra
Johnson, Carol Wilson, Wil Cantrell, Randy Frye, Alternates: Mark Flynn, Paul Seay
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Our congregations are encouraged to be prayerful throughout the day of April 12
with each district having special responsibility for two hours of prayer during the
twenty-four hour period beginning at the times designated below:

Abingdon District — midnight and noon

Big Stone Gap District — 1:00a.m. and 1:00p.m.
Chattanooga District — 2:00a.m. and 2:00p.m.
Cleveland District — 3:00a.m. and 3:00p.m.
Johnson City District — 4:00a.m. and 4:00p.m.
Kingsport District — 5:00a.m. and 5:00p.m. )
Knoxville District — 6:00a.m. and 6:00p.m. HOISton S
Maryville District — 7:00a.m. and 7:00p.m.

Morristown District — 8:00a.m. and 8:00p.m. Day Of
Oak Ridge District — 9:00a.m. and 9:00p.m. Prayer
Tazewell District — 10:00a.m. and 10:00p.m.
Wytheville District — 11:00a.m. and 11:00p.m.

Your church may choose to be open for prayer during that day, small groups may
choose to meet to engage in prayer together, or you may want to organize a particular
time of guided prayer sometime during the day. In addition, daily devotions for the
60 days prior to General Conference have been developed by The Upper Room.
Resources for these experiences are available at Aprill 2dayofprayer.holston.org.

April 12, 2016

To learn more about General Conference 2016,
visit gc2016.umc.org or gc2016.holston.org.

Our prayers matter.

Thank you for being part of those offering their prayers for
The United Methodist Church and the 2016 General Conference.
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