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ddististrriictct  rouroundupndup
inside:  evangelism heroes it’s raining men

Complimentary pocketknives. Meat 
at every meal. ESPN at all hours. No 
wonder they came to Sevierville. 
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hurray for grapes . . .
Especially when they are locally grown. Why bother 
with buying foods from local markets or local farmers?
A Creation Care commentary                                               
                                                Page 3
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A trio of stories, featuring a 
visionary preacher, a gifted 
administrator, and a girl whose 
faith knows no bounds. 
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The Call
JOHNSON CITY: Eden goes hungry but doesn’t stop serving.

Abingdon:  The Bristol Herald Courier 
recently featured five graduating high school athletes 
who excel academically and in community service. 
“I think it is important to note that three of the five 
are United Methodist,” reports the Rev. Don Smith, 
pastor at Shady-Grove UMC/Camp Ahistadi. The 
students are: Maggie Graham of First Marion UMC, 
Jessie Morgan of Emory UMC (both of Abingdon 
District), and Brette Harding of Appalachian UMC 
(in Big Stone Gap District.)  

Big Stone Gap:  In May, the district had its 
Sixth Annual Camp Fort Blackmore Golf Tourna-
ment, drawing 92 golfers and raising $10,314. This 
summer, the camp hosted 170 campers over three 
weeks. The high-school overnight camp is funded by 
Hiltons Memorial UMC. The golf tournament pays 
for younger day campers. Any child is accepted free 
of charge, by filling out an application made avail-
able at banks, gas stations, and churches. “We want 
to teach these kids that God is good all the time,” 
says Director Vikki Butler. 

  
Chattanooga:Chattanooga:  Burks UMC wanted to show 

appreciation to Bishop James Swanson for preaching 
at their revival. Members had learned, when the Hope 
for Africa Children s̓ Choir toured Holston in late 
June, that $1,600 would support an African child with 
food, clothing, and education for a year. Church lead-
ers showed the photo of the vulture and starving 
child that began Holston s̓ mission emphasis 
in south Sudan and invited people to 
“give as they were led,” says the Rev. 
Nathan Malone. Result: Burks 
gave enough 
to sponsor 
six African 
children. 

The $9,600 was donated in honor of James and Del-
phine Swansonʼs six children.

Cleveland:Cleveland:    The Decatur United Method-
ist Women joyfully celebrated their reorganization 
into the Meigs County Parish UMW. The group 
renamed themselves to fully include women from 
all nine churches in the parish. The Rev. Hugh 
Bryan, parish director, explains that small churches 
are more effective when they “pool their resources.” 
The parish includes: Decatur, Concord, Ten Mile, 
Oak Grove, Pleasant Hill, Burkett s̓ Chapel, Mount 
Olivette, Goodfield, and Mount Carmel.

 Johnson City:  Youth at Eden UMC 
participated in World Visionʼs 30-Hour Famine 
(www.30hourfamine.org). The goal is to “get a taste 
of what the worldʼs poorest children and families 
face everyday,” reports Carolyn Kerr. Eighteen 
youth and 10 adults fasted while cleaning and 
serving lunch at the Salvation Army. They baked 
cookies for home-bound seniors and delivered 
toilet paper to random houses and businesses. (The 
toilet paper had labels that said, “Youʼve been TPed 
– totally prayed for by Eden UMYF.”) They broke 
their fast with Holy Communion, then led Sunday 
worship and raised $1,186 for world hunger. 

Kingsport:  In 1996, Dave Lively started 
the Friendship Diner at First Broad Street UMC. 
The diner offers free breakfast to the community on 
weekend mornings, averaging 150 in attendance. 

Friendship Diner was recently awarded a $10,000 
grant from Northwestern 

Mutual. “About 1,300 grant 
applications were submit-
ted for 11 grants, and 
Dave s̓ ministry was one 

that received recognition,” 
reports Danny Howe, First Broad

                       Street missions director.

Knoxville:  Send 
news and photos to: Editor, 
The Call, Holston Con-
ference, P.O. Box 850, 
Alcoa, TN 37701-0850; 
thecall@holston.org; or fax 
(865) 690-3162.  

Maryville: At a Wednesday night Bible 
study, the Rev. Randall Wright reminded his Madi-
sonville Circuit members to participate in the con-
ference Hands-on Mission Project. A member of the 
Tellico Church of God, who attends the Bible study, 
told her congregation how Holston Conference col-
lects supplies for Africa each spring. When health 
supplies were shipped from Holston to Zimbabwe 
in June, 17 of the kits were donated by the Tellico 
Church of God.

MorristownMorristown:: First Morristown UMC 
decided to blitz its town with outreach projects, all 
on the same weekend. The “Love Morristown” 
project involved a long list of Sunday school classes 
and ministry groups. The Swift Class gave water 
bottles to people in the park. The Fellowship and 
Regency classes took children from the Boys and 
Girls Club out to dinner. The youth carried groceries 
to cars, cleaned a gas station restroom, washed wind-
shields, and left flowers on doorsteps. When people 
asked why, church members were instructed to say, 
“To show you and others that God loves you.”

Oak Ridge:   The churches of East Anderson 
County invite all of Holston to its first annual camp 
meeting, Sept. 21-23 at 6:30 p.m. in the Underwood 
Pavillion of the Anderson County Fairgrounds in Clin-
ton, Tenn. On Sunday, the Rev. Jason Roe will preach. 
On Monday and Tuesday, Bishop James Swanson will 
preach. Information: Call (865) 457-1520.

Tazewell: In March, “District Roundup” 
reported how First Richlands UMC responded when 
physically challenged worshippers requested a more 
accessible front entrance. With a $500 grant from 
Holston Conference and donations from church mem-
bers, a new entrance with wheelchair ramp was com-
pleted this summer, reports the Rev. David Brannock.

 
Wytheville:  Earlier this year, Superintendent 

Chuck Starks gave Providence UMC $15 in “seed 
money” to plant into ministry. The congregation 
was inspired when they saw a list of needs for Camp 
Dickenson that included a 15-passenger van. The 
church purchased the van for the camp, along with a 
$200 card for gas money. Providence s̓ average wor-
ship attendance: 27. 
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FATAL SHOOTINGS IN KNOXVILLE 

M elissa Smith was leaving for work on 
the morning of Aug. 21 when a friend 
sent the news by text message: Shoot-
ing in the cafeteria at Central High. 

 For the Rev. Smith and other staff at Fountain City 
United Methodist Church, the news was personal. The 
Knoxville Districh church is located within blocks 
of the school, and 60 of the church s̓ 80 high-school 
youth are Central students. Several Central staff mem-
bers are also Fountain City UMC members.

For the rest of the day and evening, several Holston 
churches and pastors stepped up to offer support to 
a shocked community. While clergy in the Fountain 

City area comforted parents, students, and faculty, the 
pastor at Lonsdale UMC comforted the family of the 
boy who was dead.

Ryan McDonald, age 15, was fatally shot just after 
8 a.m., as he and 1,500 other students waited in the 
school cafeteria for class to begin.

Jamar Siler, a 15-year-old freshman, would later 
face a first-degree murder charge in McDonald s̓ 
death. Police say there had been “recent contact” 
between the boys but have declined to comment on 
the disagreement between the boys, according to the 
Knoxville News Sentinel. 

Holston member 
loses eyesight  in 
Unitarian tragedy

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS)  – On July 27, a 
man walked into a Unitarian Universalist church on 
Sunday morning and shot eight people. Two were 
killed. Six were wounded.

One of the wounded, John T. Worth, is a United 
Methodist who was in the congregation that morning 

to see his granddaughter in a 
performance of “Annie Jr.”

Worth, 68, and his wife, Joy, 
are members of Peck s̓ Memo-
rial United Methodist Church 
in nearby Maryville. The 
shooting occurred in Knoxville 
at Tennessee Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Church, where 
Worth s̓ daughter and son-in-
law are members.

A pellet from the shooter s̓ gun lodged in Worth s̓ 
right eye. Physicians have told him that his optic nerve 
is damaged and he is unlikely to regain vision. Now 
Worth is struggling with a decision about whether to 
have the eye removed, because keeping it could lead 
to disease or disturb his young grandchildren by its 
appearance.

“He is clinging to hope for a miracle,” said Joy 
Worth, 66. “But if he has the eye removed, there s̓ no 
possibility of that.”

The Sunday morning shooting happened within 
the boundaries of Holston Conference, which sprawls 
across East Tennessee, southwest Virginia and north 
Georgia. First United Methodist Church of Knoxville 
is located within two blocks of the Unitarian church 
where Jim David Adkisson, 58, allegedly opened fire. 
Police say Adkisson was motivated by a hatred of lib-
erals. He has been charged with first-degree murder, 
and more charges are expected.

One person who escaped the gunfire later sought 

By Annette Spence 

Worth

See  Loses eyesight,  page 5

Churches reach out to community
after boy dies in school cafeteria 

Photo by Annette Spence, The Call

Students gather outside Fountain City United Methodist Church following a community prayer service on Aug. 21. Several 
Holston churches and clergy responded after one student shot another at Central High School in Knoxville, Tenn. 

See  Boy dies,  page 5


