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Tennessee 
Wesleyan hits 
record with 
988 enrolled
T  ennessee Wesleyan College President Steve 

Condon thought this year’s enrollment could 
possibly see 950 or even 960 students at most. 

When the final enrollment number came in at 988 – a 
new TWC record – Condon had to pinch himself. 

“Nine-eighty-seven,” said Condon. After a short 
pause, he added, “Wow ... wow.” 

The Athens day program has the most students, 
with 737 full-time students and 34 part-time. The 
Athens evening program has four full-time students 
and 40 part-time, while the Knoxville campus’ eve-
ning program has eight full-time and 60 part-time 
students. The nursing program has 104 students as 
of Tuesday, with five being part-time. 

Condon attributed much of the 14.6 percent 
enrollment increase over last year’s 861 students 
to spreading the word about the college through 
regional advertising, as well as the continued 
improvements to the campus over the last few 

years. These include a new business school housed 
in the renovated Elliott Hall, a new entrance still 
under construction and the new residence hall 
Wesley Commons. 

“We were overdue for a good return on invest-
ment, but this is it. Our little school is on its way,” 
Condon said. “People have worked hard, prayed 
hard, dreamed. Folks have stuck with it through 
thick and thin. This is their reward.” 

Even with Wesley Commons, the college’s four 
residence halls are almost to capacity now. With 
332 residents, a jump from last year’s record of 252, 
Condon said there are only 30 beds left on campus. 

Condon said the college will likely never see “3-, 
4- or 5,000 students,” but he also said “there’s no 
need” for it to. 

“We can get up to around 1,040 or 1,050 ‘max,’ ” 
he added. “We want to grow, but yet we want to be 
able to maintain our small college charm.” 

Suzanne Hine, the college’s vice president for 
Academic Affairs, said it’s that “charm,” in addition 
to brick-and-mortar changes, that has led to students 
taking a strong interest in pursuing degrees at Ten-
nessee Wesleyan. 

“Students and their families have come here to 
visit and have taken notice of the quality of educa-
tion and the family-like atmosphere on campus. 
They’ve fallen in love with it,” Hine said. “For a 
long time, TWC has been the world’s best-kept 
secret, but now the secret’s out.” 

Stan Harrison, TWC’s vice president of Enroll-
ment Services, has worn many hats since coming to 
TWC in 1982, including those of faculty member 
and coach. He’s also seen the enrollment at points 

so low that 987 would seem like a pipe dream. 
“When I came here in 1982, we had a 515 head 

count,” Harrison said. “We were struggling a little 
then, there’s no question.” 

Since then, he saw the number dip to 435 in 
1984, rising back into the 500s to 600s in the late 
‘80s and early ‘90s, to breaking 700 in 1996 and 
getting over the 800 mark in 1999. This week, he 
saw enrollment hit 988. 

“I’m excited,” Harrison said. “We just need to 
make sure this happens a few more years and we’ll 
be on course. This is just the beginning of where we 
want to go.” 

While there were “lots of keys” to opening up this 
year’s enrollment, Harrison said one important key 
was in financial aid. This year, with a new system, 
the financial aid department was able to give pro-
spective students financial aid and scholarship pack-
ages in 24 hours instead of two or three weeks. 

“A big part” of the credit Harrison gave to the 
admissions department and the coaching staff who 
were on the front lines in terms of recruiting. 

The admissions staff didn’t have much time to cel-
ebrate their victory, though. They’ve already hit the 
road to begin recruiting freshmen to next year’s class. 

As for this year’s freshman class, Harrison said 
he couldn’t be more pleased. 

“I think this is a very good freshman class that’s 
come in,” Harrison said. “It’s a happy, receptive 
group, which is an asset to this institution.” 

In turn, the institution is considered an outstand-
ing asset to the community by many, and news of 
TWC’s record enrollment has already caused some 
excitement outside of the college’s 40-acre down-
town Athens campus. 

TWC alumnus Hal Buttram, who serves on the 
Athens City Council alongside TWC graduates Dick 
Pelley and Bo Perkinson, said the record enrollment 
can only mean “great things” for the community. 

“Anything positive for Tennessee Wesleyan is 
positive for the city,” Buttram said. “We gain a lot 
in this community from having TWC as a part of it. 
The cultural benefits the college offers us are tre-
mendous, and we have so many in our community 
– teachers in our school systems, business and civic 
leaders – who are graduates of TWC. This is great 
news for all of us.”

– Greg Moses, Daily Post Athenian 
(reprinted with permission)

Oct. 9
Texas kids find 
no mission impossible

T  hey’re kids on a mission, packing flood 
buckets for victims of recent hurricanes and 
making blankets for wounded soldiers. 

“It’s really fun because you get to help people,” 
says Zoe Pitts, 7.

Mission Possible Kids are proving children can 
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Great time, continued from page 1

HOLSTON  EVENTS & DATES

November
18: Children’s Ministry Connection 
in Knoxville, Tenn. 
30: United Methodist Student Day
30: Holston Home Fifth Sunday 
Offering
30: First Sunday in Advent

December
24-25: Conference and district 
offices closed

January
9: Last day to submit 2008 appor-
tionments to conference treasurer 
16-18: Resurrection youth spiritual 
weekend in Gatlinburg, Tenn.
18: Human Relations Sunday
19: Martin Luther King Jr. Day; 
conference and district offices closed
23-25: Resurrection youth spiritual 
weekend in Gatlinburg, Tenn.
23-25: Divine Rhythm young adult 
spiritual weekend in Pigeon Forge, 
Tenn.

February
2-5: Ministers’ Convocation, Lake 
Junaluska, N.C.
16: Change for Children grant
applications due
25: Ash Wednesday

MARCH
12-14: Ministers’ Wives Retreat in 
Pigeon Forge, Tenn.
21: United Methodist Men’s “Day 
with Bishop Swanson”
22: One Great Hour of Sharing
27: Discovery (for young people 
people considering a call to ministry)
at Camp Wesley Woods
29-31: Jubilation retreat for senior 
adults, Kingsport, Tenn.

april
4-5: UMW Young Women’s Retreat
5-11: Holy Week
12:  Easter Sunday
23-25: 12th Annual Friends of 
Estonia meeting in Sevierville, Tenn.
6:  Native American Ministries 
Sunday

eventuality:

For more information on these dates, see
“Upcoming Events’” at www.holston.org or 
write info@holston.org. To make a correction 
or post a new date, write thecall@holston.org 
or call (865) 293-4130 .
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Photo by Anthony Drake, Daily Post Athenian

TWC is one of three colleges related to Holston. The others are Emory & Henry and Hiwassee.

other,” he said. “We have a fear of – not of being 
impoverished – but a fear that our neighbors might 
find out we need them.

“Yet, when I go to the small churches in Holston, 
their strength is that they bond together, and they 
do need each other. And what is the church for, 
anyway?” he said. “Isn’t the church about forming a 
community with each other? God never intended us to 
be solo in our lives -- these rugged, bourgeois individ-
uals. He always intended for us to be in community.”

Jesus was born into a family, Swanson said, and the 
first thing he did, when he left his family, was to form 
a new community. “He was the savior of the world, 
and his best days were spent in the company of 12 
men.”

Swanson said he hoped that lay people will take the 
lead in forming communities as the nation recovers 
from financial turmoil – especially in supporting their 
own pastors.

“My pastors are hurting out there, and I want them 
to know they’re not by themselves.”

Lay people sometimes know best what it means to 

be the church, the bishop said, because they person-
ally have experienced the love of the church during 
struggles such as a spouse’s death or health crisis. “I 
want our lay people to rally around our pastors and 
give them the support they have known during their 
own tough times.”

Finally, all members must depend on God, Swan-
son said – a message he emphasized in sermons for 
Clergy Gathering and the “Calling All Men” event in 
August.

“I don’t want to see the church try to run on secular 
ethics,” he said. “The church should only be interested 
in God-sized visions. If you don’t need God to do it, 
then why even attempt it?

“Make space for God to come in – to clearly show 
his powerful ability to extend our reach beyond our 
own limits and abilities,” Swanson said.

Then, he said, the rest of the world will look over 
and say, “Now that is why I want to be part of the 
church, because I know they couldn’t have done that 
on their own.” 

By Vicki L. Brown 
(UMNS) The people of The United Methodist 

Church have donated more than 13 million minutes 
of conversations with loved ones to U.S. servicemen 
and servicewomen serving overseas.

The Phone Card Project, five years old this 
November, was started by United Methodist Chap-
lain Lt. Col. J. Maddox Woodbery and was initially 
pushed by the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. 

“Our process is simple: We collect the donations, 
order cards, and send the cards directly to our United 
Methodist chaplains serving in areas of conflict,” 
said Judy W. Carter, volunteer coordinator. “The 
chaplains hand the cards out to their service person-
nel in whatever fashion they determine is best,” 
Carter said of the program operated through the 
United Methodist Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry’s United Methodist Endorsing Agency. 

“We remind them that the cards are intended to 
reach those with the most need. We receive stories 
and pictures of these cards reaching their intended 
recipients ... for which they are so grateful.” 

The chaplains who distribute the cards say many 
serving in conflict zones could not afford to call their 
family. With with Thanksgiving and Christmas holi-
days coming up, these cards are vital. 

“Each gift received and used to contact family 
members through these phone cards reduces the iso-
lation our soldiers feel,” said Army Chaplain Maj. 
Nana Bassaw in Forward Operating Base Hammer 
in Iraq. 

“There are so many young soldiers who cannot 
afford to stay connected to family like they should 
because of the cost, but thanks to your generosity 
they are able to do so for at least a little while,” said 
Air Force Chaplain Maj. Sherrol James, who is serv-
ing at Joint Base Balad in Iraq.

“The holidays are just around the corner, and I 
would like to help the church provide more cards 
for our armed forces members to keep in touch with 

their families. 
“A report is out that states Army suicide for 2008 

will exceed that of 2007, and that is tragic,” she 
noted, adding that she will make a $500 donation for 
that campaign because “to me it is not such a big cost 
to save a life.” 

Seven soldiers died in a helicopter crash in her 
unit. “Just thinking of the anguish of the members of 
that battalion and their families and wanting to pro-
vide a way for them to connect with family to reas-
sure them of their safety pulls at my heart strings, 
but I have no more cards to give,” she said. “When a 
soldier or airman asks for a card, it is difficult for me 
to say I have no more because I know they ask only 
because they want to stay connected with family and 
cannot afford to.” 

Everyone who donates a card or money has 
received a personal thank you, except during a very 
brief period in the second year when donations were 
coming in so fast that one volunteer couldn’t keep up, 
according to Carter. 

Initially, people donated cards, but then began 
sending money for the cards. When that happened, 
the Endorsing Agency developed a card with the UM 
logo and a message stating the people of The United 
Methodist Church are praying for the troop safety. 

One 120-minute card costs $4.95 and 15 orders for 
5,000 cards have been placed since the program began. 
“We have collected over $450,000,” Carter said. 

“I am so grateful for all those men and women who 
are serving our country. I am so proud of our United 
Methodist chaplains who are ministering to these 
people, and I feel very privileged to be able to put 
these cards in their hands,” she added. 

To contribute to the phone card program, send 
checks payable to: United Methodist Endorsing Agency 
(UMEA), General Board of Higher Education and Min-
istry, PO Box 340007, Nashville, TN 37203-0007. ” 

Brown is an associate editor and writer in the Office of Inter-
pretation, UM Board of Higher Education and Ministry.

PHONE CARDS: Still needed for soldiers 


