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By Bishop James Edward Swanson Sr.wings:

Why am I so 
 hopeful? 
I n the Word and Table Service of the Eucharistic Prayer, the celebrant prays 

these words:
By your Holy Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other and 

one in ministry to all the world until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at 
his heavenly table.

On April 23, some 994 delegates and about 5,000 others gathered in the Fort 
Worth Convention Center to begin to find ways to make this prayerful petition a 
reality among those of us called United Methodist Christians. 

You see, every four years delegates from 50 different nations, 129 annual con-
ferences, and five continents � representing 48,000 congregations and 11.4 mil-
lion members � assemble to pray, confer, worship, vote, and seek God s̓ direction 

for our church.
In 2008, General Conference met under 

the theme, �A Future with Hope.� During 
this time I experienced a range of emotions, 
from sadness to joy, anxiety to calm, tears of 
grief to tears of joy. Yet I came away from 
General Conference with more hope for our 
church than at any time in my more than 35 
years of ministry.

Why am I so hopeful? (I am so glad you 
asked.) I am hopeful because despite our dif-
ferences, we were able to focus attention on 
four areas that I find exciting. These areas 
are: starting new churches; leadership devel-
opment; global health (in particular, stamp-
ing out the killer diseases of poverty); and 
engaging in ministries with the poor. 

I applaud the Council of Bishops for ral-
lying our energies, resources, and prayers 
around these four areas. I witnessed our gen-
eral boards and agencies developing strate-
gies to give attention to these four areas. I 
saw a seven-year-old girl challenge us to 
follow her example by giving at least $10 to 
buy a treated mosquito net to protect African 
children from malaria. 

I heard choirs sing a variety of songs in 
praise to God � inspiring us to smiles, tears, 
shouts, and adoration for the God of our sal-
vation. I saw hands lifted in praise to Jesus 

and pleas for the Holy Spirit to descend upon us. I saw persons with opposite opin-
ions on key issues embrace and seek to be Jesus  ̓disciples, even as they disagreed.

But, what I appreciated most of all was a clear call to �make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world.�

Oh yes, there were moments that brought me pain and discomfort, but the 
moments when I witnessed Jesus and felt the power of the Holy Spirit have given 
me strength to run on in Jesus  ̓name. Yes, I could have done without the long hours 
and endless amendments to the amendments. But through it all, there was no doubt 
that Jesus was with us. I do believe that many of you were back here in Georgia, 
Virginia, and Tennessee praying for us, and I thank you for your prayers. 

Now we head on to Annual Conference in Holston, and I ask that you join me in 
our �40 Days of Preparation.� If you are unaware of our 40-day Bible study, please 
ask your pastor or lay representative, so that you may join us in studying the scrip-
tures and praying for God to be with us as we seek to �Offer Them Christ.�

I am convinced as never before that God can be with us in power, at Annual 
Conference, just as he was with us in Fort Worth. ■
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editorial policy:
The Call is the Holston Annual Confer-

ence�s official newspaper, published monthly 
or 12 times each year. 

All publication decisions are made by the 
Editor, under the supervision of the Execu-
tive Assistant to the Bishop. The Call does 
not accept paid advertising.

Letters to the editor (�C-Mail�) will be 
considered for publication. Letters should be 
no longer than 150 words and must do no 
harm to others.

United Methodist job openings and other 
church-related needs will be considered for 
publication in the �Exchange� section at no 
charge. The Call gives priority to Holston 
Conference churches and related groups.

To submit letters, news, or photos, con-
tact: Editor, The Call, P.O. Box 850, Alcoa, 
TN 37701-0850, phone (865) 293-4130, fax 
(865) 690-3162, e-mail thecall@holston.org.

A 12-month subscription to the newspaper 
is $15. Checks should be made to �Holston 
Conference� and mailed to: The Call, P.O. 
Box 850, Alcoa, TN 37701-0850. To order 
online, visit www.holston.org/thecall. 

Subscriptions to Holston�s weekly e-mail 
publication, The Call 2, are free of charge. 
Sign up at www.thecalltwo.holston.org. ■

God envisions
bold, passionate, and joyful
communities of faith
where the spiritual hunger
to worship God
and to serve Christ
sets disciples on fire
with Spirit-filled, risk-taking
love for all God�s children
until Holston Conference
reflects the saving grace
and redeeming justice of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 � Adopted by the 2006 Holston Annual 
Conference

holston’s vision:
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bishop’s
speaking 
schedule:
� May 4: Woodlawn UMC homecom-
ing (Morristown District) at 10:45 a.m.; 
First Knoxville UMC revival at 7 p.m. 
� May 5: First Knoxville UMC revival 
at 7 p.m.
� May 9: Tennessee Wesleyan Col-
lege Baccalaureate Service at 8 p.m. .
� May  14: Trinity/Greeneville UMC 
(Morristown District) at 5:30 p.m.
� May  18: Salem UMC 200th anni-
versary at 11 a.m.; Kendricks Creek 
UMC  consecration at 3 p.m. (both 
Kingsport District)
� May 21: Camp Wesley Woods 
summer staff at 10:30 a.m.
� May  22: Kingsport District Fellow-
ship Annual Banquet, Salem UMC, at 
6:30 p.m.

BLUFF CITY, Tenn. – Bluff City UMC has 
an immediate opening for a part-time youth 
director. Call for a job description and appli-
cation at (423) 538-7822 or (423) 538-7677. 

DANDRIDGE, Tenn. – Shady Grove 
UMC seeks a part-time director of youth 
ministries. Candidates should be highly 
motivated and ambitious with the desire to 
build and grow the program. Salary will be 
commensurate with experience. For more 
information, visit our Web site http://www.
sgumc.com and click on the �Youth Direc-
tor� link. The position is open immediately. 
Resumes will be accepted until May 
19. Submit an application via e-mail at 
admin@sgumc.com or to: Shady Grove 
UMC, Attn: SPR Chair, 1675 Harold Patter-
son Road, Dandridge, TN 37725. 

JOHNSON CITY, Tenn. – Marvin�s Chapel 
UMC seeks a children�s coordinator/pre-
school worker for Sunday mornings and 
evenings, Wednesday/Thursday evenings, 
and other times as needed. Candidate must 
be experienced in coordinating children�s 
programs/child care workers with volunteer 
assistance. Mail resumes to: Pastor, Mar-
vin�s Chapel UMC, 1882 Old Boones Creek 
Road, Johnson City, TN 37615. 

RURAL RETREAT, Va.  � Rural Retreat 
UMC seeks a summer intern specializing 
in youth ministry. Rural Retreat is located 
between Bristol and Roanoke, Va., right 
off I-81 at exit 60. This internship will pay 
$2,000. Contact: Michael Spraker at (276) 
686-4211 or msprakerdds@embarqmail.
com or Rev. Brian Burch at (276) 620-6322 
or rrumcpastor@embarqmail.com. 

RADFORD, Va. � Central UMC seeks a 
pianist for the traditional 11 a.m. Sunday 
service and for practice on Wednesday 
evenings. A music degree is preferred. Send 
resume to: Central UMC, 803 Wadsworth 
Street, Radford, VA 24141, or e-mail office@
centralmethodistchurch.com.

JOHNSON CITY, Tenn. – Wesley Memo-
rial UMC seeks a full-time director of youth 
ministries to join an eight-person staff. In 
addition to the traditional youth ages of 
grades 6-12, the youth minister will share 
with the pastors in overseeing the Confirma-
tion Class, which begins when students are 
in 5th grade. Bachelor�s degree required. 
Submit resumes by June 6 to: Rev. Paul 
Seay, 225 Princeton Road, Johnson City, TN 
37601. Phone: (423) 282-6722.

SNEEDVILLE, Tenn. – Jubilee Project 
seeks a part-time operations and finance 
manager. Experience with nonprofit account-
ing, program design, and organizational 
policies and procedures is required. Send 
resume by May 5 to: Jubilee Project, P.O. 
Box 657, Sneedville, TN 37869, e-mail 
jubilee_project_inc@hotmail.com. Hiring no 
later than July 1. ■
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feels very comfortable to me. I think I am already 
subconsiously living my life as a pastor. But I keep 
thinking maybe there are other careers I should 
pursue first.�

Majoring in communication and minoring in reli-
gious studies, Goad plans to graduate from Virginia 
Tech with an undergraduate degree in December 2008. 
He will not immediately enter seminary, but plans to 
first pay off his college debt and pursue a job in public 
information, �possibly in local government.�

His communication studies and experience will 
help him become a better pastor in the future, he 
says.

 Still, he wonders if heʼll be able to resist the call 
for long, as the people he meets often ask, �Are you 
a pastor?�

�Iʼm a little scared,� he admits. �When youʼre a 
pastor, you truly live your whole life for the Lord. I 
wonʼt have my own house. Everyone watches what 
you do. I will be living life in a fishbowl. Am I ready 
for that?�

As a college student who readily professes his love 
for Jesus Christ and avoids substance abuse and risky 
behavior, Goad says he already feels some of the iso-
lation that pastors can experience. His fellow students 
seem to respect him and they are �nice� to him.

 �But there arenʼt a lot of telephone calls or invita-
tions. Iʼm excluded. Iʼve made a name for myself by 
not being a drinker and not being easily influenced.�

Goad grew up in Oakland UMC, now led by the 
Rev. John Ousley. He is a five-time participant of 
Resurrection, Holston s̓ annual spiritual weekend for 
youth.

 In January 2008, he attended Divine Rhythm 
for the first time. The annual spiritual weekend for 
young adults included a special workshop for partici-
pants feeling the call to ministry, which Goad also 
attended.

When he s̓ at Virginia Tech, Goad attends nearby 
Bethel UMC, where his former pastor, Randy 
Morris, is now serving. He counts Morris, Ousley, 
and the Rev. Ric Wright, his teacher at a recent 
Wytheville District lay speaking seminar, as support-
ive and influential.

�Iʼve preached five or six times,� he says referring 
to Oakland, Bethel, and Fairlawn UMC, �and it felt 
very comfortable for me.�

A two-year stint as youth representative on Oak-
land s̓ pastor/parish relations committee also gave 
him insight into his calling, Goad adds. �If Iʼm ever 
a pastor, I only want to be about winning souls to 
Jesus Christ.�

Goad grows quiet again when asked about the 
baritone player, Ryan Clark, who was shot in his 
dorm last year. Goad is a percussionist who plays 
cymbals in the 330-member Marching Virginians 
band. Clark, he says, was outgoing and well liked 
by many.

�I wish I had his gift of knowing people s̓ names,� 
he says, sadly.  

� Annette Spence

April 23
Experts: Relationships 
are vital to children with 
mental illnesses

R ain did not dampen the enthusiasm of par-
ticipants at the �Mental Health Matters� con-
ference held April 19 at Munsey Memorial 

United Methodist Church in Johnson City, Tenn. 
The gathering was one of four workshops held 

in four regions of Holston Conference during the 
�Week of the Young Child� and was sponsored by 
the Holston Conference Health Care Task Force.

John Paul Abner, a licensed psychologist and key-
note speaker, addressed the rise in childhood depres-
sion, anxiety, and autism.

�We need to be aware of alarming research sta-
tistics. One in five children in America has a mental 
health problem,� he said.

Abner pointed out that only one in 10 of children 
with mental illness receives the services they need. 
Responsibility falls on every congregation and indi-
vidual to understand why mental health issues exist 
and to provide the appropriate responses. Data does 
not begin to address the stress on families facing 
social stigma and a lack of support, he said.

�The United Methodist Church has heard the 
whisper of the anguished pleas for help and under-
standing,� said Paula Postai, a Health Care Task 
Force member.

�We want to learn how churches can be more hos-
pitable to the community in these matters,� said the 
Rev. Joe-d DowlingSoka, task force chair and senior 
pastor at First Bristol UMC.

When asked how church members can better 
respond to children s̓ mental health issues in the 
community, Abner suggested:

� When in doubt, refer.
� Increase your knowledge.
� Keep your eyes open.
� Erase the stigma.
� Advocate for children s̓ mental health.

Another keynote speaker, clinical psychologist 
Michele Moser, answered questions on disruptive 
behaviors. She reminded participants that needs for 
mental health care are great but accessing services 
are poor in most areas, including the Tri-Cities area.

Churches and families can offer relationships, one 
of the most important needs for children with mental 
health issues, experts said. Abner said we cannot 
underestimate the value of these relationships in 
treating mental health problems.

�It hurt our communities when we stopped build-
ing front porches and let the TV keep our kids from 
playing outside,� he said. Abner challenged partici-
pants to review their roles in helping children and 
families with mental illnesses receive support and 
acceptance in the church family.

 Mental health representatives were also on hand 
to provide local resources and answer questions.

– Linda Compton

April 23
Jubilation: Worship and 
workshops, massages 
and ice cream, too

J ubilation, Holston s̓ annual retreat for older 
adults, was held April 6-8 at MeadowView 
Conference Center in Kingsport, Tenn. Approxi-

mately 340 attended.
Highlights included the Emory & Henry College 

concert choir as the opening act; the Rev. Charles 
Lippse as worship leader; and Robert Ergenbright as 
music director.

Scottie Mayfield hosted the Mayfield s̓ Ice Cream 
Social on Sunday and led a class on the history of the 
Mayfield Dairies and his involvement as a Christian 
leader. Maggie Cooper, a member of the Jubilation 
Design Team and licensed massage therapist, gave 
complimentary massages.

The Rev. Charles Maynard told stories and taught 
others to tell them; the Rev. John Ousley played 
his harmonica and taught others about Appalachian 
music; and Bishop Richard Looney taught Old Testa-
ment stories that are relevant for today s̓ family units.

Workshops included �Changing Roles or The 
Sandwich Generation� by Celia Ferguson, and �The 
Eyes Have It� by Jonathan Sowell. The Rev. Richard 
Gentzler, General Board of Discipleship director of 
adult ministries, gave lectures on organizing older 
adult ministries in the local church. The Rev. William 
Carter and Roger Redding led a course on �Prepara-
tion for Retirement� and �Gifts of Aging.� The Rev. 
Grady Winegar linked the history of United Method-
ism to present-day Holston Conference.

Jubilation 2009 will be held March 29-31 at 
MeadowView Conference Center with Bishop Ken 
Carder as worship leader. 

Visit the Jubilation 2008 photo gallery at
 jubilation.holston.org. ■

Continued from page 10

Michele Moser answers questions in a �Mental Health Matters� 
breakout group at Munsey Memorial UMC.
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