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c-mail: letters to the editor

I  haven�t had a chance to sit and type to just say �Thanks!� 
for the group of folks that you sent to us on Sand Mountain 

[�Following tornadoes, response team departs for Alabama,� 
Feb. 14 e-mail edition]. They were so wonderful in helping 
with the initial assessments. As I am moving into the long-term 
case management of these families, the files they set up are 
the only thing that has made my job possible. You have a very 
talented group of Early Response folks, and we were blessed 
by their presence. Thank you for getting them to us. 

TAYNA RAINES
Ministry Center Coordinator
Upper Sand Mountain Parish
Sylvania, Ala.

Let me add my words of appreciation to the words of Tayna 
Rains for the work of the Holston Early Response Team 

in Alabama. (Director of Connectional Ministries) Anne Travis 
was quick with an offer of sending the team, and I was glad to 
accept. The director of the Upper Sand Mountain Parish made 
an effort in the busy-ness of the tragedy to call and tell me 
what a blessing those teams were to the relief effort, as well 
as to him personally as he was juggling all the demands of the 
moment. This experience represents the best of the connec-
tion, and we are forever grateful for Holston�s role in assisting 
us during a difficult time.

DALE R. COHEN
Director of Connectional Ministries
North Alabama Conference
Birmingham, Ala.

I  do enjoy both the print and online versions of The Call. 
Thank you for your work. However, there is a lot more 

to Holston than Knoxville and Chattanooga, as the many 
responses to the �declining city� remark should have 

reminded you. Now I read that Oak Ridge is the only district 
on the Kentucky line [�MyDistrict: Oak Ridge,� February print 
edition]. I have served in two districts bordering Kentucky, 
neither Oak Ridge. Not only is your geography faulty, but I fear 
your prejudice is showing again.There is more to Holston, in 
many ways. 

REV. SYLVIA JOHNSON
Looney�s Chapel UMC
Tazewell District

Editor’s note:  This error is noted in �Corrections,� page 3. 

I  truly enjoy receiving The Call. I look forward to reading each 
issue �word for word.� I know I am in the minority, but I do not 

have a computer or access to one. I sincerely trust that I am not 
missing the many important happenings of the conference.

JANE NEWMAN
Fries UMC
Wytheville District

Editor’s note:  Some of the stories provided in the e-mail edition 
are later printed in the newspaper (see pages 8-9). Some stories 
are not. In creating The Call 2, the communications staff carefully 
considered that some readers do not have computer access. 
However, we could not ignore the reality that paper and postage 
are a tremendous cost to the conference budget. We also wanted 
to practice environmental stewardship, and we are aware that the 
church has to evolve into the future to spread the Gospel into the 
future. With that said, I will work hard to make sure the most criti-
cal information is provided in the newspaper. I am grateful for your 
dedication. � Annette Spence

Send letters to the editor to: C-Mail,The Call, P.O. Box 850, Alcoa, 
TN 37701-0850, fax (865) 690-3162, thecall@holston.org.
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Feb. 21
Morristown churches 
send 100 jackets to
Iraqi police officers 

W hen Dorinda Hilbun asked her son, a U.S. 
Marine stationed in Iraq, what he needed 
from her church, he said he was fine.

He did have one request, however. He wanted 
100 jackets that all looked alike � for the Iraqi 
policemen he was assigned to train.

Dorinda Hilbun brought the request back to 
Grant s̓ Chapel United Methodist Church, where 
it was quickly forwarded to the Jefferson County 
Cluster United Methodist Men. The men took it on 
as a project, and on Feb. 1, 100 navy blue wind-
breakers were shipped to Maj. Gordon Hilbun in the 
Anbar Province.

The Jefferson County Cluster United Methodist 
Men is comprised of members of Grant s̓ Chapel, 
George Street, Chestnut Grove, and Ebenezer 
United Methodist churches in Morristown District. 
Shady Grove and First Dandridge also gave money 
to purchase the jackets.

�This project involved a lot of people, and each 
person played a very important role in the success of 
this project,� explained the Rev. Ginger Isom, pastor 
at Grant s̓ Chapel and George Street. Isom and her 
husband, Greg, are district directors of missions.

The group started collecting donations in Decem-
ber, Isom said. They made arrangements with a 
Sevierville company to purchase the large quantity of 
identical jackets. The order was split into sizes large 
and extra-large, at a cost of $1,375.

�We wanted to make sure the jackets were large 
enough so the men could wear a sweater under them 
if they wish,� Isom said. �Everybody got involved 
... The kids really had a great time putting the labels 
on,� she said.

Each jacket contained a label which read, �A gift 
to you from ... � with the name of a donor inserted. 
Labels also included the word, �Salaam,� which 
means �peace� in Arabic. Children at George Street 

UMC put the labels in the jackets on a Wednesday 
evening. The jackets were then taken to Grant s̓ 
Chapel UMC where they were prayed over by the 
congregation before being shipped to Iraq.

�The congregation prayed over each jacket and for 
each man who would receive a jacket,� Isom said. 
�Labels were used to enable a personal connection 
with each man who receives a jacket.�

According to Isom, several United Methodist Men 
groups in the Morristown district hope to continue 
to assist military troops. �Whether it be more jackets 
for other police trainees in other areas, or other things 
that are needed, this has opened the door,� she said.

Three weeks after the 13 boxes were shipped to 
Iraq, Maj. Hilbun sent an e-mail to his mother s̓ con-
gregation, announcing that the jackets had arrived. 
He wrote: �Know that your patriotism and sacrifice 
from shores far from here are appreciated as our Iraqi 
partners view you as fellow compatriots making our 
world a better, safer place one act at a time.� 

� Kathy Barnes-Hemsworth

March 5
District Roundup 
BIG STONE GAP: Three years ago, Hale s̓ Chapel 
UMC created a dance praise team. �Nevaeh� is com-
prised of six dancers ages eight to 13, with instructor 
Danielle Anderson and assistant Pam Mack. The 
group has traveled to Holston View UMC as well as 
local AME Zion churches -- and are willing to visit 
other churches, too. (Contact Contrinia Payne at 
423-384-4957 or Pastor Steve Templeton at 276-452-
4873 for more information.) On March 9, Nevaeh 
will visit Tate s̓ Chapel UMC in Morristown District, 
where Bishop James Swanson will also preach. 
�These girls work very hard to present Biblical truth 
through the medium of dance,� reports Liz Wood, 
Hale s̓ Chapel lay leader and proud grandmother of 
two dancers. �By the way, take a backward look at 
the name, Nevaeh.�

CLEVELAND: Bachman Academy is a Christian 
nonprofit boarding school for students with learning 
challenges. Pleasant Grove UMC is located near the 
school in McDonald, Tenn. Until recently, Pleasant 
Grove might have as few as four people attending 
worship. But within the last months, as many as 25 to 
30 students from Bachman have started worshipping 
at Pleasant Grove. On every other Friday, a group of 
four to six students also come to the church to help 
remove old carpet, paint, rake, or perform other tasks 
as part of the school s̓ community outreach program. 
�The congregation is blessed to have this continued 
relationship with the academy,� reports Pastor J.W. 
Burgess. 

KINGSPORT: On Feb. 25, Community UMC cel-
ebrated the groundbreaking for an addition that will 
include four new classrooms. Located less than a 
half-mile from First Broad Street UMC, Community 

is nestled in a low-income neighborhood. A Tues-
day-night supper ministry at Community has won 
the hearts of children and the dedication of other 
Kingsport churches and volunteers. An anonymous 
donor at First Broad Street financed the building 
addition, and other donations have provided the plans 
and heavy equipment. Holston s̓ Volunteer Labor 
Team will coordinate the construction effort. Volun-
teers: Call the First Broad Street Missions office at 
(423) 224-1531.

MORRISTOWN:  Liberty Hill UMC has organized a 
small, nonprofit bookstore with resources provided 
free or at reduced prices for local or lay pastors. �We 
are also interested in donations of books, or we have 
some funds available to purchase books from retiring 
ministers,� says Pastor Terry Schnell. Call Liberty 
Hill at (423) 581-2587.

OAK RIDGE:  Three years ago, Betsy Switzer visited 
Frazer UMC in Alabama, and learned of a �Cross 
in My Yard� project that she brought home to her 
church in Lenoir City, Tenn. Central UMC s̓ evan-
gelism team adopted the project, constructing about 
200 four-foot crosses of rough-hewn lumber. They 
purchased fabric in purple, black, and white to make 
accompanying scarves. About three weeks before 
Easter, church members are invited to take a cross 
home, with instructions for rotating the scarves: 
Purple at first, black for Maundy Thursday, and white 
on Easter. To date, as many as 100 crosses are now 
scattered around Loudon County, says Switzer. �The 
only connection to our church is through individual 
inquiries of those who display the crosses. We have 
given some to folks outside our congregation who 
have seen them and inquired. Our purpose is to be a 
witness to our faith in our community.� To find out 
more, e-mail betsy_switzer@centralmethodist.com.

TAZEWELL:  Leaders at First Richlands UMC were 
touched when a member with cancer expressed 
this concern: Her wheelchair required her to come 
in through the side door, which has rough, uneven 
concrete. The side entrance leads into the front of the 
sanctuary, requiring a wheelchair-bound worshipper 
to take a visible ride to the back of the sanctuary. The 
congregation decided to start a project that would 
place an architecturally pleasing ramp at the front 
entrance, while repairing the bumpy concrete at the 
side entrance. The $12,000 project was begun with 
a $500 grant from Holston Conference, followed 
by another donation from a church member who 
recently injured his neck and had to use a walker. 
�He and his wife wanted to contribute because they 
said they know from experience how important it is 
to enter the front of the church,� says Pastor David 
Brannock. �We want to send the message that every-
one is welcome, and truly, our front doors are open 
to all.�

For photos and complete text of �District Roundup�  
( and additional stories) visit  www.holston.org. Click 
on �See Past Issues.�  

Highlights  from our weekly e-mail edition
For a free subscription, go to www.thecalltwo.holston.org

JOHNSON CITY, Tenn. – Munsey Memorial 
UMC, a congregation of 1,700 members, 
seeks a full-time youth minister/director for 
120 youth. Applicants must have at least an 
undergraduate degree with youth ministry 
leadership experience. Salary and benefits 
commensurate with education and experi-
ence. Send resume to: Munsey Memorial 
UMC, P.O. Box 1336, Johnson City, TN, 
37605-1336. 

OOLTEWAH, Tenn. – Ooltewah UMC 
seeks a part-time director of Mother�s Day 
Out program. Candidates must be available, 
Tuesday, and Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. and have a degree in early child-
hood or elementary education or more than 
three years experience in an early childhood 
education setting. Supervisory experience is 
a plus. Send resume to: childrensministry@
ooltewahumc.org or Ooltewah UMC, 6131 
Relocation Way, Ooltewah TN 37363. 

HOLSTON CONFERENCE Camp and Retreat 
Ministries Inc. offers a variety of staff posi-
tions for four resident summer camps in 
2008. Contact should be made immediately  
with the director of the individual camp: 
Buffalo Mountain Camp near Johnson City, 
Tenn. � Jason Onks, (423) 753-6678 or 
jason@buffalomountaincamp.org; Camp 
Dickenson near Fries, Va. � Michael Snow, 
(276) 744-7241 or cdickenson@tcia.net; 
Camp Lookout near Chattanooga, Tenn. 
� Don Washburn, (706) 820-1163 or 
don@camplookout.com; or Camp Wesley 
Woods near Townsend, Tenn. � David Leach, 
(865) 448-2246 or wwcamptn@aol.com. 

JOHNSON CITY, Tenn. – Austin Springs 
UMC seeks an interim part-time choir direc-
tor/musician. The position would require 
Sunday mornings, Sunday evening choir 
practice, and occassional special events. 
Send a resume to: Austin Springs UMC, 
726 Austin Springs Road, Johnson City, TN 
37601, Attn: Cathy Trent. 

JOHNSON CITY, Tenn. – Munsey Memorial 
UMC seeks a parish nurse (R.N.), who will 
visit parishioners to provide health counsel-
ing, education, and spiritual support; teach 
integration of faith and health; and assist 
parishioners in making health-related deci-
sions. The position is part-time, 20 hours 
per week. Contact: Munsey Memorial UMC, 
Michael Lester, P.O. Box 1336, Johnson 
City, TN 37601. 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. – St. Paul UMC seeks 
a nursery worker. This is a part-time posi-
tion, usually three hours per week. Send 
resume to: St. Paul UMC, 4014 Garden 
Drive, Knoxville, TN 37918. ■

exchange:

Maj. Gordon Hilbun (far right) shows a jacket to the police 
chief of Iraq�s Anbar Province. 

calendar: 
General Conference meeting: March 29

The Holston delegation to General Conference and Jurisdic-
tional Conference will hold an open meeting on Saturday, March 
29, 1-3 p.m. at First White Pine United Methodist Church in White 
Pine, Tenn. Church members who wish to address the delgation 
on any topic are invited to attend. General Conference will be held 
April 23 to May 2 in Fort Worth, Texas. (For more information visit 
http://GC2008.umc.org.) The Southeastern Jurisdictional Confer-
ence will be held July 16-19 in Lake Junaluska, N.C. (Visit www.
sejumc.org and click on �Events Calendar.�)

Jubilation:  April 6-8
Clergy and parishioners are encouraged to invite older adults 

both in and outside their congregations to Jubilation, Holston�s 
retreat for older adults. The event will be held April 6-8 at Mead-
owView Resort and Conference Center, Kingsport, Tenn. Speak-
ers include the Rev. Richard Gentzler, director of the General 
Board of Discipleship�s adult ministries office, and Bishop Rich-
ard Looney. For more information, visit www.jubilation.holston.
org or call the Connectional Ministries office toll-free at (866) 
690-4080.

Mental Health Matters:  April 12-19
Four workshops in four regions will be presented during the 

denomination�s �Week of the Young Child� as a way of educating 
church workers about helping young people with mental health 
issues. �Mental Health Matters: Focusing on Our Children, Youth, 
and Their Families� will be offered April 12, 8:30 a.m. to noon at 
Ooltewah UMC, Ooltewah, Tenn.; April 13, 2 to 5 p.m. at Con-
cord UMC, Knoxville, Tenn.; April 17, 6 to 8:30 p.m. at St. Paul 
UMC, Wytheville, Va.; and April 19, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at 
Munsey Memorial UMC, Johnson City, Tenn. Register online at 
www.mentalhealthmatters.holston.org, or call the Connectional 
Ministries office toll-free at (866) 690-4080.

Denman nominations:  April 15
The Witness Ministry Team hopes to give Harry Denman 

Evangelism Awards to a clergy, lay, and youth member at Annual 
Conference. Nominations are due April 15. For more information or 
a nomination form, visit http://www.holston.org/ministries/
connectional-ministries/evangelism-witness/programs/denman/ or 
call the Connectional Ministries office toll-free at (866) 690-4080. ■


