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Johnson City District is one of 12 districts in Holston Conference. It 
includes 50 charges and 66 churches. Located in Tennessee, the district includes 
Washington, Carter, and Unicoi counties, and portions of Sullivan and Greene 
counties.

• Largest membership church:  Munsey Memorial, with 1,642 

• Largest average worship attendance: Munsey Memorial, with 800

• Smallest membership church:  West Market Street, with 7

• Smallest average worship attendance: West Market Street, with 12

• Oldest church: Ebenezer (founded as Harrisonʼs Meetinghouse), and 
      Bethesda, both founded in or before 1792

• Youngest church: Wesley Memorial, founded in 1957

Who’s the boss? The Rev. Randy Frye has served as district superinten-
dent since 2005. Betty Barton, a member of Wesley Memorial UMC, has been 
the administrative assistant since 1998. The district office is located in Chero-
kee United Methodist Churchʼs 70,000-square-foot building, a former ware-
house which also houses Cokesbury Bookstore, a thrift store, pre-school, rental 
space, and The Edge, an indoor practice facility for baseball teams. District 
office address: 2516 South Roan Street, Suite 106.
 
Holston headquarters. (Not!) It s̓ taken almost a decade for people to 
get used to it � and some still donʼt seem to know � but the Holston Conference 
main office is not in Johnson City. A �satellite office� on Maple Street is all that 
remains of the once central location for conference staff. Most staff are now based 
in Alcoa, Tenn., although the camp and youth ministries offices are still on Maple 
Street. Betty Barton also notes: �At the district office, we often get calls for the 
satellite office. While the district office once shared space at Asbury Place with 

the conference 
finance office, 
we have never 
been located in 
the Maple Street 
building.�

The district is known for ... Sulphur Springs Camp Meetings, which 
have been held each summer since 1820 � although they may have started even 
earlier. In his journal dated Sept. 17, 1802, Bishop Francis Asbury wrote: �Near 
Jonesborough ... I attended a camp meeting which continued to be held for four 
days; there may have been 1,500 souls present.� Worshippers at the early camp 
meetings gathered in open fields or under a brush arbor. The campshed that stands 
on the property today at Sulphur Springs UMC is 108 years old. The next camp 
meeting will be held Aug. 3-6, 2008. (Visit www.campshed.com.)

Czech mates:  JC leaders canʼt say enough about their �In Mission Together� 
partnership with the United Methodist Churches of the Czech Republic. The three-
year commitment began in 2006. So far, 12 Volunteer in Mission teams, including 
59 members from 20 churches, have tripped overseas to teach, lead Vacation Bible 
School, and do construction projects. 

Best-kept ministry secret: The district lays claim to five cross-cultural 
appointments, including: 

• Rev. Robert Kariuki Nyaga (Kenyan) serving Stone Dam-Afton (white)

• Rev. Dowahking Bestman (Liberian) serving Albright-McCarty (white) 

• Rev. Tae Hun Yoon (Korean) serving Otterbein (white)

• Rev. Steve Butler (white) serving West Market Street (African American)

• Rev. Jared Wood (white) serving St. Paul, Elizabethton (African American) 

Come and see:  Jonesborough is Tennessee s̓ oldest town (224 years), where 
the National Storytelling Festival is held in October (www.storytellingcenter.com). 
The Gray Fossil Site opened a year ago, and Marvin s̓ Chapel Secretary Lynice 
Broyles, who lives nearby, says that visitor traffic is steady (www.etsu.edu/
grayfossilsite). The district is home to two United Methodist landmarks: the Edward 
Cox House near Bluff City, and Acuff s̓ Chapel near Blountville (www.gcah.org). 

Best place to eat after church:  Harold Johnson and Lynice Broyles, too, 
like Cheddar s̓ Casual Cafe. Johnson orders ribs. Broyles likes the salmon. 

Remember our connections: The district is home to the Wesley Founda-
tion at East Tennessee State University, Asbury Place at Johnson City (retirement 
center), and Buffalo Mountain Camp. ■
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By Annette Spence
 

B
en is bubbly. He s̓ full of stories and 
smiles and warm affirmation that 
will immediately put you at ease. 

�OK, darlinʼ!� he says, when 
informed that his noon appointment is run-
ning a few minutes late.

�Donʼt you worry about it,� he says, 
when the appointment turns out to be 
later still.

With coffee cup in one hand and  
oxygen tank in the other, he waits 
in the entry hall at Munsey Memo-
rial United Methodist Church 
� just like he waits for the people he 
invites to worship. He promises them 
heʼll be there, to greet them and sit with 
them and make them feel darn glad they 
came.

Ben Scharfstein is the �inviting guy� 
at this Johnson City church, because it 
wasnʼt long ago when he didnʼt attend 
church at all. Ben Scharfstein is so glad to 
be alive and back in this church, he wants to 
share his joy with others.

�This is a mission God has laid on my 
heart,� he says. �I finally found out where 
Iʼm supposed to be.�

Dianna Cantler, Munsey director of con-
nection ministries, says that Sunday school 
classes have asked Scharfstein to talk to them 
about his inviting philosophy and tactics.

�I believe he has given many people the 
courage to speak up and invite,� Cantler 
said. �His outlook is, ʻWhat do I have to 
lose?ʼ�

In the last few years, Scharfstein has 
almost lost his life. Although he never 
smoked, he was diagnosed with lung cancer in 1998. 

See  Inviting guy,  page 5

Ben Scharfstein,

The Inviting Guy
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Ben Scharfstein invites 
people to church, then 
waits to welcome them in 
the entry hall at Munsey 
Memorial UMC.

Holston signs covenant with Sudan:
$125,000 offering in May

On Feb. 23, Bishop James Swanson signed a cov-
enant with Bishop Daniel Wandabula of the East Africa 
Conference, formally establishing Holston as the first 
United Methodist body to be in mission in south Sudan. 
The partnership will provide a school, clinic and other 
facilities in Yei, Sudan. On May 18 or an alternate date, 
Holston�s 910 churches will take an Annual Conference 
offering with the goal of raising $125,000 for Sudan. 

For the complete story, see page 6-7.  ■
 

Hands-on missions project:
Focus on Liberia, Zimbabwe

This spring, Holston churches will again collect supplies 
for missions in one of two African countries. Each district 
will have a different assignment. For example, Chatta-
nooga and Cleveland will collect food buckets (cornmeal, 
tea bags, canned ham) for Zimbabwe. Tazewell and 
Wytheville will collect school supply kits (notebooks, rulers, 
crayons) for Liberia. Churches will be asked to deliver sup-
plies to a central place within their district by June 6.  

For a �2008 Hands-On Missions Brochure� detailing 
your district�s assignment, call your district office or visit  
http://missions.holston.org.  ■

 

Special called session of the Annual 
Conference: June 1 in Knoxville

The Appointment Cabinet has approved a special ses-
sion of the 2008 Annual Conference, to be held at Central 
United Methodist Church in Knoxville, Tenn., on Sunday, 
June 1. The purpose is to conduct clergy business and 
the Ordination Service. The Clergy Session begins at 4 
p.m. The Ordination Service begins at  5:30 p.m. Laity are 
invited to join the clergy for the Ordination Service. 

The Commissioning Service will be held during the reg-
ularly scheduled session of the Annual Conference at Lake 
Junaluska, N.C., June 8-11. Information: Call the Confer-
ence Secretary�s office toll-free at (866) 690-4080.  ■
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About the Photo: The three crosses at the top of 
this page are located on the lawn at Hiltons Memorial 
UMC in Hiltons, Va. The Big Stone Gap District church 
joins Christians worldwide in celebrating Easter Sunday 
on March 23. Photo by Dennis Loy for The Call 


