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school s̓ legal actions were �very costly, 
but good for several reasons.�

�It kept us moving forward, and it 
demonstrated that we are not going to 
just roll over,� he said.

Hiwassee s̓ legal action started in 
2004 when SACS voted to remove the 
school s̓ accreditation over concerns 
about its financial resources. Hiwassee 
leaders said the college was financially 
sound and obtained a restraining order 
in 2005 to keep the school s̓ accredita-
tion during appeals processes. Hiwassee 
then sued for violations of its consti-
tutional right to due process, filing its 
lawsuit in 2005 in the U.S. District 
Court for the Northern District of Geor-
gia. SACS is based in Decatur, Ga.

In February 2007, U.S. District 
Judge J. Owen Forrester rejected all 
Hiwassee s̓ claims except the one 
claiming a conflict of interest existed 
when a SACS representative on the 
assessment team also sat on the accred-
iting body s̓ appeals committee. In April 
2008, appellate judges said SACS had 
not denied Hiwassee due process in its 

accreditation action and unanimously 
upheld the lower-court ruling.

�Unfortunately, this is just another 
bump in the road,� Noseworthy said. 
�There was always a chance we 
wouldnʼt prevail ... but we are proceed-
ing full speed ahead with our mission.�

�Any missional institution is chal-
lenged financially,� said the Rev. Doug 
Fairbanks, member of Hiwassee s̓ 
board of trustees, alumnus, and Knox-
ville District superintendent. �What we 
have proven is that yes, we can finan-
cially do all we say we can do. The 
academic program at Hiwassee has 
never been in question.�

Hiwassee College is finishing the 
2007 fiscal year with its $5.5 million 
budget in the black, Noseworthy said. 
�We have erased levels of debt, started 
new programs, and improved our facil-
ities. And we have done all of that with 
a very modest budget.�

An annual fundraising campaign 
garnered $862,000 in June 2007, fol-
lowed by $2.2 million in June 2008, he 
said.

School enrollment was 440 for 
the past academic year. About 150 
students had registered to return, but 
some have since petitioned for transfer, 
the president said. Orientation sessions 
for prospective students are ongoing.

Hiwassee will begin to reapply for 
SACS accreditation this summer � a 
process that could take 19 months or 
more for accreditation to be complete, 
Noseworthy said.

The college has already applied for 
accreditation with the Transnational 
Association of Christian Colleges and 
Schools (TRACS). In a June 23 letter 
to students, Noseworthy said that 
TRACS accreditation is anticipated 
by April 2009. More than 20 colleges 
have so far agreed to accept Hiwas-
see s̓ academic work without SACS 
accreditation, the letter stated.

The Tennessee Student Assistance 
Commission has also made provisions 
so that students may continue the state s̓ 
Hope Scholarship eligibility, Nosewor-
thy said. �While the scholarship for 
students at Hiwassee will not be funded 

while we are not accredited, the scholar-
ships will be funded retroactively to the 
fall of 2008 if we secure accreditation in 
April 2009.�

On June 19, the General Board 
of Higher Education and Ministry s̓ 
University Senate voted to continue 
to list Hiwassee as a United Method-
ist-related college for 12 months as the 
college pursues accreditation. A Uni-
versity Senate review is scheduled for 
June 2009.

In a letter to the University Senate, 
Bishop James Swanson of the Holston 
Conference affirmed his support for 
Hiwassee.

�Hiwassee follows it historic and 
continuing tradition of affording access 
and opportunity to a segment of the 
population that otherwise would not 
have the opportunity for a faith-cen-
tered education,� Swanson said.

The average family income for 
Hiwassee students is $22,000, Swan-
son s̓ letter stated. Forty percent of the 
students receive full financial support. ■

Hiwassee loses, continued from page 1

By Rheta Murry

C  hildren in Africa will eat for 
another year and others will 
learn a trade, thanks to the gen-

erosity of Holston congregations.
As part of the annual spring Hands-

On Mission Project, churches provided 
7,200 kits, an increase from 6,300 in 
2007, according to Missions Coordina-
tor Bill Daugherty.

�I think the people recognize the 
tremendous difference we make in the 
lives of children,� Daugherty said, �and 
they have become very supportive.�

For several years, Holston has col-
lected kits for Ishe Anesu in Zimbabwe 
led by Maria Humbane, and the Libe-
ria mission led by Mary and Herbert 
Zigbuo.

This year for the first time, some 
congregations have also committed to 
collecting special occupational kits for 
Liberia. 

�When boys got up to 12 or 13, 
they were yanked out of school and 
sent to war,� Daugherty explained. 
�Now, they are not at war and they 
have a woman president. These kids 
are coming back with no skills. They 
will take these kits and teach them a 

skill so they can get a job.�
Fairview UMC collected electri-

cal supplies; First Alcoa, plumbing; 
Middlesettlements, carpentry; Munsey 
Memorial, sewing; Wesley Memorial, 
baking; and Bearden, cosmetology. 
Daugherty said he approached select 
churches to collect the vocational kits. 

�I went to churches that were mis-
sion-minded churches. It was amazing. 
We asked them to do 15 kits,� Daugh-
erty said. �We ended up with more than 
30 kits each of electrical, carpentry, and 
plumbing. That really blew me away.�

The Rev. Gordon McBride coor-
dinated Tazewell District efforts. He 
also was excited about the increase in 
kits collected. �I just think pastors got 
behind it,� McBride said. �I think there 
was just an outpouring. They didnʼt set 
out to outdo last year. They just gave.� 

All but three of Tazewell District s̓ 
84 churches contributed 723 school 
supply kits for Liberia, McBride said, 
surpassing the district goal of 200 kits.

Of course, receiving more kits than 
expected posed challenges for McBride 
and his crew. Though the rental trailer 
provided enough space to transport the 
excess, volunteers scrambled to find 
enough boxes. 

�We scrounged boxes from sev-
eral stores in the area,� McBride said. 
�One store was dumping stock on the 
floor and giving me the boxes. They 
just jumped right in there.�  Once each 
district collected their assigned kits, 
trucks converged at several drop-off 
points, where they were off-loaded onto 
larger trucks. All of the kits arrived at 
Fairview UMC in Maryville, Tenn., on 
June 6. 

McBride drove two hours to deliver 
his district supplies to Kingsport, where 
other northern districts also deposited 
their kits. John Bock, who owns a 
moving company in Maryville, picked 
up offerings from six districts into 
his 18-wheeler and transported them 
to Fairview UMC. Districts from the 
southern end also delivered their collec-
tions to Fairview. 

Danny Garland and his Fairview 
crew stood waiting when all the trucks 
arrived. Through trial and error devel-
oped from years of experience, Garland 
said the crew developed a system that 
simplifies the whole process. The items 
are unloaded when they arrive, then 
packed into two Sealand ocean contain-
ers, which look a lot like semi-truck 
trailers.

�We learned where to put what,� 
Garland said. �The food buckets pack 
better toward the front. Then we put ply-
wood dividers up to create three walls 
per Sealand. You just learn shortcuts and 
what it takes to get the job done.�

Garland and Jim Chadwick, along 
with their spouses Shelby and Jane, 
spent most of the day repacking items 
into same-size plastic totes, because 
they pack easier. When the 1,351 food 
buckets arrived from Chattanooga and 
Cleveland Districts, volunteers backed 
the truck end-to-end with the ocean car-
rier and offloaded them directly. 

An estimated 35 to 50 people 
assisted at Fairview, Garland said. �We 
are just a volunteering church. We donʼt 
have a problem with that. We just put 
the word out and they just show up.�

Daugherty said the Sealands 
were put on ocean liners on June 9 
at Charleston, S.C. He expects the 
supplies to take four weeks to get to 
Liberia and up to eight weeks to get 
to Zimbabwe, because that country is 
landlocked. 

�We hope to have folks from our 
conference to be at both sites when 
they arrive to see the things unloaded,� 
Daugherty said. ■

Hands on! 7,200 kits dispatched to Africa Mt. View-New Providence    John W. Neese
Mt. View-New Providence, Associate      James H. Purser
Mt. Zion-Savannah    Mark Barber
Niota-Cedar Springs    Charles D.  Ensminger
Ooltewah   David W. Graves
Ooltewah, Associate Amy Suzanne Nutt
Red Hill   Carolyn Braddy
Riceville-Piney Grove    Rebecca Reed
St. Elmo   George Saddler
Sale Creek   Damon Mitchell
Soddy   Kenneth L. Scoggins
South Cleveland-Black Fox    Bruce E. Hensley
Spivey   William B. Ewing
Spring City-Reed’s Chapel    Dale S. Wyrick
Tasso-Charleston    Michael Cutshaw
Vine Grove   Bert Beria
Wesleyanna-Etowah, Pleasant Grove             Joe Crockett

Appointments to Extension Ministries
Chaplain, Trinity Hospice Castle Peak 
     Ft. Worth, TX  A. Stewart Havey IV
General Evangelist    Marvin V. Howard 

JOHNSON CITY DISTRICT
District Superintendent Wm. Randall Frye
Afton-Stone Dam    Robert Kariuki Nyaga
Albright-McCarty    Dowahking W. W. Bestman
Asbury-Mt. Wesley    Amy S. Yeary Holmes
Austin Springs   Jerry B. Fleenor
Bethesda-Eden    Edward D. Nelson
Bluff City   Todd R. Adams
Boones Creek   Kenneth E. Lytton
Cherokee   Michelle M. Buckles
Chuckey   P. Randall Emmert
Clear Springs-Pleasant Grove    Vincent K. Krauss
East Pine Grove Park   Lon F. Tobin
Ebenezer Circuit      Walter A. Isle
Edgefield   Estel F. Williams II
Elizabeth Chapel   W. Michael Ogle
Elizabethton, First   Lauri Jo Cranford
Embreeville   Michael Vaughn
Enterprise-St. Paul    Daniel C. Theiben
Erwin, Centenary   J. Robert Layell
Fairhaven   Charles L. Mattson
Fairview   Charles W. Griffin
Grace   Garland E. James
Gray   Ramon D. Torres
Gray, Associate Jodie E. Ihfe
Greystone Circuit     Ralph J. Horak
Hunter-Slagles    Roger G. Mathess
Jearoldstown-Union Temple    Richard D. Bowers
Johnson City, First   Timothy B. Bracken
Jonesborough   R. Steven Parker
Liberty Hill   Linda G. Krauss
Limestone-Greenwood    Brandon Berg
Limestone Cove   Rex A. Hill
Marvin’s Chapel   Ricky H. Clowers
Mayberry Community   David M. Rader
Milburnton   Vivian S. Franklin
Mt. Carmel-Seviers    Rance C. Edwards
Munsey Memorial   Brian K. Taylor
Munsey Memorial, Associate Nancy Eastridge
Munsey Memorial, Associate Christina DowlingSoka
Munsey, Min. of Music   Douglas Grove-DeJarnett
Munsey, Min. of Youth Discipleship Dan L. Gray
New Victory   Harry P. Tindell
Otterbein   TaeHun Yoon
Piney Flats   Laura R. Rasor
Rheatown   Terry L. Cloyd
Roan Mountain   Dennis W. Milhorn
Rockhold   William R. Wells
Sulphur Springs   Jeffrey W. Moncier
Telford   Eugene S. Deaton
Taylor Memorial   Sarah C. Wells
Unicoi   Linda B. Wright

Valley Forge   Paul G. Humphrey
Valley View   Gregory Davis
Watauga Point-St. Paul    Jared G. Wood
Wesley Memorial   James L. Bennington
Wesley Memorial, Associate Paul D. Seay
West Market Street   Stephen Butler

Appointments to Extension Ministries
Director, ETSU Wesley Foundation   Jerry L. Everley
Church Stewardship Consultant  George E. Odle
Executive Director, Conference  Camp &
    Retreat Ministries  Randall C. Pasqua 
Missionary to the United States 
   Red Bird Conferencee  David C. Warden 
Mission Congregation - The Rock  T. Randall Hensley
Chaplain, Navy  Hagan Robert McClellan, Jr.
Greene Co. Schools, Lang. Arts Teacher  Amy B. Horak 

KINGSPORT DISTRICT
District Superintendent Fred E. Dearing, III
Adams Chapel-Hulls Chapel    Billy L. Byrd
Amis Chapel/Elm Springs    Roy E. Fowler
Arcadia   Grover Starnes
Bethel   Richard McKee
Blountville   Larry D. Murphy
Ross Campground-Cameron    J. David Neel
Cassidy   Robert E. Burlingham
Chalybeate Springs-Okolona-Mt. Zion
    • Chalybeate Springs-Okolona      Charles Eberhart
    • Mt. Zion       Preaching Station
Church Hill, First   Ronald W. Ramsey 
Clouds Bend   Lezley Mullins
Colonial Heights   Thomas L. Seay
Colonial Heights, Associate Angela Hardy Cross
Community   Charles F. Kilbourne
Cross-Holly Springs    Billy W. Rines
Crossroads   Randy Lantz
Depews Chapel   James Paul Lane
Dodson Creek-Edgewood    Floyd Ward
Elm Tree Parish   
 •  Emory   P.  April Milligan
  • St. Luke-St. Matthew    Stephen P. Burkhart
Fall Branch   Millard J. Johnson
First Broad Street   A. Clark Jenkins
First Broad Street, Associate Andrew Amodei
First Broad Street, Minister of Outreach 
     and Assimilation Janet Manning
Fudges Chapel   Tim Hodges
Glen Alpine   Kenneth W. LaDuke
Grange Hall-Lebanon    Deborah W. Collins
Kendricks Creek   Susan L. Anderson
Ketron Memorial   P. Aaron Pierce
Ketron Memorial, Dir. of Christian Ed. Melanie Karnes
Kingsley-Hermon    Joel H. Campbell
Logan’s Chapel   Westley Duncan
Mafair   Ralph M. Kidd
Morrison Chapel   Ray Amos, Jr.
Mountain View   Larry E. Ramey
Mt. Carmel   Dennis Milligan
Old Union-McFerrin    Regina A. Shelton
Otes   Fred E. Dimond
Persia   Gregory S. Fletcher
Rock Springs-Pactolus    Joseph W. Manis
Rogersville Circuit     Warren H. Wattenbarger
Rogersville, First   Gerald Jones
St. Mark   Douglas S. Tweed
Salem   Jeffrey L. Tallent
Surgoinsville, First   Cynthia C. Thompson
Valley Center   Calvin S. Tabor, Sr.
Vermont   William E. Cahill
Wheeler   Stuart K. Albee, Jr.

Appointments to Extension Ministries
Holston UM Home for Children,  H. Rae Mullins 
     Development Officer 

Executive Director, Institute of  Third Millenium 
     Christianity,  Wesley Biblical Seminary, Jackson, MS

Guy Stephen Blakemore
Special Ed. Teacher, Sullivan  Co. High School LInda Coffey

KNOXVILLE DISTRICT
District Superintendent  Douglas R. Fairbanks, Jr.
Asbury   Larry J. Dial
Bearden   Michael G. Sluder
Bethel Amherst   Perry W. Duncan
Beulah   Charles Burnett
Bookwalter   David A. Lord
Central   Bruce Galyon
Christ   Bruce S. Marston
Christ, Associate, Minister of Youth 
       and Pastoral Care Teresa Atkins
Church Street   F. Anderson Ferguson
Church Street, Associate Darryll Rasnake
Church Street, Associate Sarah Moody
Church Street, Associate Jan Buxton-Wade
Church Street, Director, 
      Program Ministries Richard D. Isbell
Church Street, Director, Kay Senior Center 
 Diana Brown Taylor
Clapps Chapel   David L. Smith
Cokesbury   G. Steven Sallee
Cokesbury, Associate Stephen B. DeFur
Cokesbury, Associate Micah Nicolaus
Cokesbury, Director of Ministries Rebekah Cox Fetzer
Colonial Heights   J. Robert Countiss
Ebenezer   Ann P. Robins
Faith   C. Don Jones
Fountain City   James E. Whedbee
Fountain City, Associate Donald R. Hanshew, Jr.
Fountain City, Associate Melissa R. Smith
French Broad Circuit    Eric S. Reagan
Hendron’s Chapel-Marble City    Cynthia Pennington
Hillcrest   Patrick C. Polis
Inskip   Wayne David Lewis
Knoxville Circuit     John F. Jackson, Jr.
Knoxville Cooperative Parish  
   •  Emerald Avenue   Robert H. Bean
   •  Emerald Avenue, Associate/ 
         Virginia Avenue Ministries Van G. Sanks
    •  Lincoln Park-Martin Chapel    William F. Pace
Knoxville, First   Daniel F. Moore
Knoxville, Second   William C. Stooksbury
Kodak   Rowland S. Buck
Lennon-Seney   Adam McKee
Lonsdale   Aldana W. Allen
Macedonia   Ed Templeton
Magnolia Avenue   Linda L. Bass
Mascot-Hopewell    Brenda H. Woods
Middlebrook Pike   Eric B. Rieger
Middlebrook Pike, Associate R. Wil Cantrell
Middlebrook Pike, Director of Music Lynn W. Hutton
New Life   Sarah A. Slack
Norwood   Q. David Green
Piney Grove   Larry J. Anderson
Pleasant Hill   Amanda B. Madson
Powell   George W. Boles
Rutherford Memorial   Stephen K. Doyal
St. Andrews   Harry W. Rehagen
St. Luke’s   W. Darryl Ross
St. Mark   David W. Graybeal
St. Paul East   Donald G. Watkins
St. Paul, Fountain City   Don E. Ferguson
Sand Branch   Rebecca Stephens
Trentville   Stephen M. Evans
Trinity   Donald E. Thomas
Vestal   Wendell M. Smith
Washington Pike   Robert T. Cantrell
West View   Bruce Spangler
Zion   Charles Wender

Appointments to Extension Ministries
Director of Gift Planning,   
       Holston Conference Foundation  Clifford W. Amos
Associate Professor of Music,
      Tennessee Wesleyan College  Von Darnell Chance
Director, Congregational Development 
     and Revitalization Richard Edwards
Director, Wesley Foundation UTK  Timothy L. Kobler 
Director, Conference Pastoral Counseling Center
 Gary R. Mauldin 
Director, Associate, Conference Pastoral Counseling  
     Center  Laura A. Shearer 
Director, Intentional Growth Center, SEJ Larry J. Ousley 
Director, Volunteer Rescue Ministries  Bruce Spangler 
Special Education Teacher, Knox Co. School
 Terri Craft Goodin

MARYVILLE DISTRICT
District Superintendent   Carol E. Wilson
Alcoa, First   Joseph S. Green
Alcoa, First, Associate  William R. “Bill” Shelton
Axley’s Chapel   Richard Carnes
Bethel-Vonore    Richard M. Rudesill
Binfield   Steve Hicks Broadway   
Amy R. Probst
Browder   Jimmy S. Guider
Buckner Memorial,   Hiwassee College Chaplain Eric 
Doolittle
Bungalow   William C. Bennett
Camp Ground   Charles B. Johnson
Carpenters   Kenneth R. Tucker, Jr.
Fairgarden Circuit     Jerrod W. McCormack
Fairview   Jerald W. Russell
Fairview, Associate Jeremy LaDuke
Fairview, Associate Priscilla Bryan
Friendsville   William “Skip” White
Gatlinburg, First-Huskey’s Grove
     • Gatlinburg, First       Jane Elizabeth Taylor
     • Gatlinburg, First, Associate Mark A. Meade
     • Huskey’s Grove       Preaching Station
Green Meadow   Frank “Buzz” Trexler
Immanuel   Bill Adams
La Casa del Alfarero, Mission Congregation
 Daniel Castillo
Logans Chapel   Kimberly S. Isley
Loudon   Wm. Anthony Collins
Madisonville Circuit    Randall E. Wright
Madisonville, First   A. Braxton Cotton
Maryville, First   Brenda F. Carroll
Maryville, First Larry E. Carroll
Maryville, First, Associate Joshua Felton
Meadow-Williamson Chapel    Danny Treadway
Middle Creek   Jerry Lee Page
Middlesettlements   Clyde Joseph Black
Middlesettlements, Associate Rex Rogers
Mountain View   Alvin O. Shaver
New Salem   Helen E. Shaw
Oakland   Stephen Yeaney
Pecks Memorial   Wm. Anthony “Tony” Brown
Philadelphia-New Hope    Horace B. Hauk
Pigeon Forge, First   Bobby D. Barton
Pittman Center Circuit     Alta C. Raper
Pleasant Hill Blount   Billy W. Stephens
Sevierville Circuit     Nancy J. Wilhite
Sevierville Circuit, Associate Earl Parker
Sevierville, First   Charles C. Harrison
Sevierville Parish     David G. Smith
Sevierville Parish, Associate Barbara S. Lay
Seymour   Bradley K. Hyde
Seymour, Associate Darren Kitts
Seymour, Bethel   Rebecca Collier
St. John   Richard D. Mullan
St. Marks   Larry V. DeVault
Sweetwater Circuit    D. Scott Wilks

continued on page 10
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