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According to the Knoxville News Sentinel, TVA 
has offered to buy some homes and property. Both 
McSween and Hendrickson, whose homes are 
within walking distance of the sludge-filled lake, 
said they aren’t interested. 

“My property value might go down for a while, 
but it will go back up,” McSween said. 

“I don’t want to live anywhere else but here,” 
Hendrickson said. 

Tom Grizzard, a member at Harriman church, 
owns 200 acres of land, along with his relatives, 
near the Kingston steam plant. His property was 
spared from the sludge. 

Like many in this community, Grizzard has been 
interviewed by many media sources. He told the 
Huffington Post he was not willing to leave the land 
once owned by his grandfather, although he was 
concerned his family would deal with fallout for a 
long time. He told the Roane County News that heli-
copters overhead and clean-up crews on the ground 
had disturbed his peace on his acreage, where he 
and his sons like to fish and hunt. 

“My concern right now is all these big old dump 
trucks,” Grizzard told the Roane County News. “It’s 
hard to get out of our driveway at times. They have 
no respect for speed limits.” 

During the Swan Pond worship service Jan. 
4, the ash spill was mentioned only once, when a 
woman asked for prayers for the community, the 
clean-up workers and the landowners. 

The Midtown Valley and Harriman congrega-
tions “definitely do a lot of praying” about the 
disaster’s effects, Fox said. 

“As residents, we will have to pay attention to 
air and water quality,” she said, “and there are a lot 
of people who are really worried about the wildlife, 
because they know the animals are continuing to 
walk through this.” 

Many residents have already started drinking 
bottled water, Fox said, although authorities have 
said the local water is safe. 

“Because I have severe asthma, I will personally 
have to take precautions for my own health,” the 
pastor said. “But I’m not going to freak out. I’m not 
going to panic.” 

– Annette Spence

Jan. 22
New team will lift up 
African-American
ministry in Holston   

A newly formed African American Ministry 
Team will promote racial inclusiveness in 
Holston Conference while addressing the 

needs of black churches.
The team was formed in November after Bishop 

James Swanson and the Discipleship Team recog-
nized a need to develop African-American minis-
try in Holston, organizers said. Serving as team co-
chairs are the Rev. Leah Burns of Haven’s Chapel 

UMC, Oak Ridge District, and the Rev. William 
Pace of Lincoln Park/Martin Chapel UMC, Knox-
ville District.

Burns said the team is needed “because as United 
Methodists, we are called to be faithful to the exam-
ple of the ministry of Jesus Christ to all persons, to 
be inclusive and to be supportive of each other.”

Racial inclusiveness is a commitment of the 
United Methodist Church, consistent with the 
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors” cam-
paign, Burns said.

A mission statement and goals have not yet been 
established. However, team members discussed 
the need to grow African-American congregations, 
involve and support youth, offer Christ to the com-
munity, engage laity, and foster hope, she said. 

Of 906 total churches in Holston, 45 to 55 are 
African American, Pace said. Two of those con-
gregations are in his own district, he said, along 
with 30 other Methodist churches of other denomi-
nations (African Methodist Episcopal, African 
Methodist Episcopal Zion, Christian Methodist 
Episcopal).

“The attitude that African Americans are experi-
encing ‘Methodism’ under other administrations is 
really unacceptable and not true to the allegiance 
and hope of all African American members and 
others in the Holston Conference,” Pace said.

The team hopes to make others aware of Afri-
can American congregations and possible ineq-
uity, Burns said. They hope to foster connections 
between the black churches as well as between 
congregations of different races. 

“Diversity and inclusiveness were important to 
the founder of American Methodism, John Wesley, 
and the [team] would like to give a voice to African 
Americans in this area -- to identify needs, to iden-
tify resources, and to meet those needs,” she said.

As the African American Ministry Team pre-
pares to form a mission statement and set goals, 
others are invited to contribute, Burns said. Her 
hope is the team can follow a process similar to 
one used to develop the conference vision state-
ment in 2006.

“[We want] to involve and get input, and then 
to put in place some actions that will enable us to 
accomplish our mission,” she said.

“I just keep thinking about Nehemiah, who 
led a fractured and frustrated group of people to 
extraordinary effort to rebuild a wall -- this despite 
distractions and detractors who relentlessly to stop 
the work,” Burns said. “I love his reply to those 
who would stop the rebuilding: ‘I am doing a great 
work and I cannot come down.’ I would think the 
same applies to our efforts. We are doing such 
great work and we cannot get discouraged or stop 
the progress.”

 Holston members may offer ideas or volunteer 
their services by contacting Burns at (865) 387-
1627 or lkburns@bellsouth.net, or Pace at (865) 
525-2725 or pacejasper@aol.com.

– Kathy Barnes-Hemsworth

Jan. 16
Sweetwater church
provides scholarships
for low-income child care

F irst Sweetwater United Methodist Church had 
a vision. Shortly after building a Family Life 
Center in May 2007, committee members 

brainstormed uses and ideas for the building.
“One of those visions was to start a preschool,” 

said Lea Watson, board member and spokesperson 
for First Kids. “We thought the best way was to start 
small with a Mother’s Day Out program.”

“First Kids,” a two-day-a-week preschool and 
child care opened October 2007 in the new facility. 
Currently, 18 children ages 18 months to five years 
spend four hours each Tuesday and Thursday at the 
center. Janet Standridge serves as director.

“Until recently, child care had always been a 
problem in this area,” Watson said. “Most daycares 
in the area had waiting lists, until now. ” 

When the program first started, parents needed a 
safe place for children to stay while they worked or 
ran errands. Because of the long waiting lists, par-
ents had to wait long periods for a space to open up 
in area child care centers. “First Kids” met a need in 
the community. 

Board members recently took another step toward 
helping the community. Watson said the board 
wanted to help low-income families get child care. 
That’s when they established scholarships. The 
Maryville District church received a $4,000 Change 
for Children grant to help.

“The (Change For Children) grant money we 
received is strictly for scholarships,” Watson said. 

The program uses guidelines already estab-
lished by the federal government for receiving food 
stamps and/or free school lunches in public schools, 
Watson added. Grants cover most, but not all, the 
cost of the mother’s day out program. 

“We felt that they need to pay something, even 
just $5 a month, because it makes them account-
able,” she said. 

So far, two families receive the scholarships. 
Watson said several more scholarships are available.

At one time, “First Kids” officials wanted to 
develop a full-time, licensed child care. The down-
turn in the economy delayed those plans.

“When the other daycares in the area don’t have 
waiting lists, it would be foolish to do that,” Watson 
said. “It would be irresponsible.”

First Sweetwater is one of 18 groups that won a 
2008 Holston Conference grant for children’s min-
istry. Funds are donated by churches throughout the 
year and at Annual Conference. Applications for 
2009 grants are due Feb. 16. For more information, 
visit http://holston.org/ministries/children/pro-
grams/change-children-2008/ or call the Connec-
tional Ministries office toll-free at (866) 690-4080.

--Rheta Murry
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►Feb. 15: 
Special offering for Hiwassee College 

The Cabinet and Council on Finance and Administration 
have approved a conference-wide offering for Hiwassee 
College on Sunday, Feb. 15. For more information visit 
Hiwassee.edu, or for a downloadable free bulletin insert 
visit: http://holston.org/about/communications/callout/

►Feb. 28: 
Resolutions due for Annual Conference:

Holston groups and individuals may submit resolutions 
for the consideration of the Holston Annual Conference, 
which will meet June 14-17. Deadline for submissions is 
Feb. 28. Send to Committee on Resolutions, Holston Con-
ference, P.O. Box 850, Alcoa, TN 37707-0850, or
SheilaKnowles@holston.org.

►March 12-14:
Ministers’ Wives Retreat

Ministers’ wives are invited to an annual retreat at Oak 
Tree Lodge in Pigeon Forge, Tenn. The theme is “Take 
Care of Yourself: Body, Mind and Spirit.” Keynote speaker 
is the Rev. Laura Shearer, conference pastoral counselor. 
Also included in the schedule is a buffet dinner at Ripley’s 
Aquarium in Gatlinburg and storytelling time by the Rev. 
Charles Maynard. Check-in time is 3-7 p.m. on March 12. 
Registration is due by Feb. 20. Wives who did not receive a 
brochure in the mail should call their district offices.

►March 21:
UMM Day with the Bishop

The Holston Conference United Methodist Men invite all 
men and Boy Scouts to an annual spiritual day with Bishop 
James Swanson at Shady Grove UMC in Dandridge, Tenn. 
Registration begins at 9 a.m., followed by music and fel-
lowship, devotions, business, lunch, worship and Holy 
Communion. Cost is $20 per person. However, scouts will 
be admitted for the price of a canned food item, which will 
be donated to “Hope for Healing” in Strawberry Plains. 
Scouts will have their own program, led by Conference 
Scouting Coordinator Keith Smith. Registration deadline is 
March 14. Call (865) 397-3135 or visit http://holston.org/
events/2009/mar/21/umm-day-bishop-swanson/

►March 22: 
One Great Hour of Sharing

Offerings to One Great of Sharing enables the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to provide 
humanitarian aid of food, shelter, health and peace. The 
offering covers administrative costs, enabling UMCOR to 
keep the promise that 100 percent of designated gifts go to 
specific causes. For more information and free downloadable 
bulletin inserts or other resources, visit umcgiving.org. Click 
on “Connectional Giving Programs,” then “Special Sun-
days.” Or call United Methodist Communications customer 
service at 1-888-346-3862.

►March 29-31: 
Jubilation retreat for older adults

Held at MeadowView Resort in Kingsport, Jubilation is 
the ninth annual gathering of seniors over age 55 in Holston 
Conference. The Jubilation mission is to nurture spiritual 
growth, provide educational opportunities and ways to cope 

with life issues, promote mission involvement, and enhances 
Christian fellowship. This year’s theme is “Offer Them 
Christ.” Worship leader is Bishop Ken Carder. Bible study 
leader is Bishop Richard Looney. Entertainment includes the 
Tennessee Wesleyan Chamber Choir and hand bell player 
Lora Melton. Costs range from $115 for a commuter fee 
to $280 for private accommodations. A $20 late fee will be 
required after March 4. Scholarships are available. Visit 
jubilation.holston.org or call the Connectional Ministries 
office toll-free at (866) 690-4080.

►April 4-5: 
UMW Young Women’s Retreat 

Women ages 45 and younger are encouraged to attend 
an annual retreat, held at MainStay Suites in Pigeon Forge, 
Tenn. This year’s theme is “The Earth is the Lord’s.” Retreat 
leader is Brenda Haymore, with Kay Hamrick as music 
leader. The Hands-on Mission Project with serve the Big 
Stone Gap Church and Community Renewal Project. Reg-
istration deadline is March 6. For more information, call 
Pat Marshall at (276) 591-5341 or visit http://holston.org/
events/2009/apr/04/holston-umw-young-womens-retreat/

►April 17-18: 
GREAT Small Churches

Leaders of small churches are invited to a conference-
sponsored seminar at Gray UMC in Johnson City District. 
Speakers include Bishop James King of the South Georgia 
Conference, Bishop James Swanson of the Holston Con-
ference, and the Rev. Royal Speidel, General Board of 
Discipleship evangelist in residence. Keynote speaker is 
Julia Kuhn Wallace, former director of the Small Church 
Ministries, General Board of Discipleship. Thirteen work-
shops will be offered, including “Maintaining Evange-
lism Energy” and “Building Team Leadership in Rural 
Churches.” Regular program fee is $35. Register online at 
smallchurches.holston.org or call the Connectional Minis-
tries office toll-free at (866) 690-4080. 1.0 Continuing Edu-
cation Units (CEUs) offered for full participation.

►April 25: 
Holston Conference Dialogue Training

Church members will learn how to discuss issues with 
Holy Conferencing principles in this training to be led by 
Bishop James Swanson and Herb Walters of the Rural 
Southern Voice for Peace. The event hours are 9:30 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. and the location will be in Morristown District. 
Watch for more details soon. 

►April 25: 
P.I.C.K. a Partner training

Held at Cokesbury Center in Knoxville, Tenn., the 
“P.I.C.K a Partner Instructor Certification Seminar” could be 
valuable in drawing singles into the church. P.I.C.K. stands 
for “Premarital Interpersonal Choices and Knowledge.” The 
course will be presented by John Van Epp, author of “How to 
Avoid Falling Love with a Jerk” (www.nojerks.com). Spon-
sored by the Holston Nurture Ministry Team, this program 
equips participants to lead others toward healthy relation-
ships. Clergy under appointment may qualify for funding 
from the Wesley Leadership Institute. CEU credit: .6. Reg-
istration deadline: April 16. Cost: $275. For brochure and 
registration form visit http://holston.org/events/2009/apr/25/
pick-partner/ or call (865) 966-9776.  

HOLSTON  
EVENTS & DATES

February
15: Special offering for 
Hiwassee College
16: Change for Children 
grant applications due
22: Christian Educators 
Fellowship in Pigeon 
Forge, Tenn.
25: Ash Wednesday
28: Resolutions due for 
Annual Conference

MARCH
12-14: Ministers’ Wives 
Retreat in Pigeon Forge
15-20: Appointment 
Making Week
21: UMM Day with the 
Bishop in Pigeon Forge
22: One Great Hour of 
Sharing
27: Discovery (for young 
people people consider-
ing a call to ministry) at 
Camp Wesley Woods
29-31: Jubilation 
retreat for seniors adults  
in Kingsport.

april
4-5: UMW Young Wom-
en’s Retreat in Pigeon 
Forge
5-11: Holy Week
12:  Easter Sunday
17-18: GREAT Small 
Churches in Gray, Tenn.
23-25: 12th Annual 
Friends of Estonia meet-
ing in Sevierville, Tenn.
25: Dialogue Training in 
Morristown, Tenn.
25: P.I.C.K. a Partner 
training in Knoxvillvile
26:  Native American 
Ministries Sunday
30: Denman Evange-
lism nominations due

JUNE
7: Peace With Justice 
Sunday
14-17: Holston Annual 
Conference at Lake 
Junaluska, N.C.

AUGUST 
7-8: Calling All Men in 
Sevierville, Tenn.
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To make a correction or post a 
new date, call (865) 293-4130 or 
write thecall@holston.org .


