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UMNS graph by Greg Moore
One-hundred percent of United Methodist churches in Florida are insured in 
three key areas, while most elsewhere in the United States are not. Churches in 
the Florida Annual (regional) Conference are benefiting from lower insurance 
rates after years of increasing premiums. 
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By Bishop James Edward Swanson Sr.wings:

We all need a little help
Bishop James Swanson wrote this month�s column during his �Exodus Experience� 
with the Wesley Leadership Institute.

I was on my way up to top of Mount Sinai and realized about a third of the 
way up tthat I was almost out of breath. I decided to stop and take a rest 
� then I looked up and there he was. An Egyptian Bedouin was standing 

there and asking me in halting English if I was going to continue. I responded 
that I would � as soon as I caught my breath. 

He sat down with me and waited until I regained my breath, and then we were 
off again trying to get to the top of Mount Sinai. As we continued it was obvious 
to him that I was really laboring, and just about the time I was about to give up he 

reached out his hand and offered me support. 
My manly pride almost led me to reject his 
help, but there was something inside that said, 
�James, everyone needs some help every now 
and then. So what makes you any different?�

I took his hand and off we went, back on 
the climb. We eventually met a camel  driver 
who offered his camel for me to ride the rest 
of the way up, for a price. I accepted, and we 
continued up the mountain. 

I wish I could write to you that I made it to 
the top, but I met Delphine who had already 
ridden a camel up and was coming back 
down along with two other women. I decided 
that I needed to accompany them back down 
the mountain. I was fine with that, because I 
believed I had already experienced what God 
wanted me to experience on that mountain. 
He wanted me to realize that everyone needs 
help from others at some point in their lives. 
To accept help is not a sign of weakness but 
an acknowledgement of how God created us. 
We are social creatures. We were not created 

by the hand of God to be independent, but we have been created to share mutual 
love and support. 

I received news here in Bethlehem that back home in Holston Conference, John 
Tate and the finance staff announced that our congregations paid 89.24 percent of 
their Fair Share apportionments in 2007. I was excited that the Maryville District 
paid 100 percent of its Fair Share. I was equally excited that 697 churches paid 100 
percent or more. I realized that almost 90 percent of our churches are aware that 
every now and then, someone needs a little help in the name of Jesus. Because of 
the apportionment, it appears that students who want an education but canʼt afford 
it will be helped. It appears that missionaries serving in remote places will get a 
little help. It appears that those who said �yes� to God s̓ call to ordained ministry 
will get a little help. It appears that clergy who have retired after preaching the 
good news, visiting the sick, and sharing God s̓ love with children will get a little 
help. It appears that a hungry person will now be fed because someone in one of 
our churches last year decided that it is more blessed to give than to receive.

 I am sometimes in positions where I am the person who offers help. But on 
the day that I was tired and short of breath, a person named Awad reached out to 
me. I will never forget his support. No, I didnʼt make it to the top, but I certainly 
moved farther up the mountain than I would have without his assistance. I want 
to thank those churches that reached out a helping hand last year, and I want to 
encourage those who didnʼt to try a little harder in 2008.  ■
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God envisions
bold, passionate, and joyful
communities of faith
where the spiritual hunger
to worship God
and to serve Christ
sets disciples on fire
with Spirit-filled, risk-taking
love for all God�s children
until Holston Conference
reflects the saving grace
and redeeming justice of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 � Adopted by the 2006 Holston Annual 
Conference

holston’s vision:
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bishop’s
speaking 
schedule:
� Feb. 3: Rockwood UMC (Oak Ridge 
District), at 11 a.m.
� Feb. 10: Concord UMC (Oak Ridge 
District), at 8:45 a.m., 11 a.m., 7 p.m.
� Feb. 11: Concord UMC (Oak Ridge 
District), at 10:30 a.m., 7 p.m.
� Feb. 17: Chapel Hill UMC at 8:45 
a.m.; Dunlap UMC at 10:30 a.m.; 
Sequatchie Valley Rally at Sulphur 
Springs UMC at 3 p.m. (all Chatta-
nooga District)
� Feb. 24: Allen Memorial UMC 
(Cleveland District) at 11 a.m.

ROSSVILLE, Ga. – Simpson UMC seeks 
a part-time organist. Send resumes 
to: Rev. Natalie Smart, 601 McFarland 
Avenue, Rossville, GA 30741, or e-mail 
simpsonumc@bellsouth.net. 

LOUISVILLE, Tenn. – St. Marks UMC 
seeks a praise and worship leader for a 9:30 
a.m. Sunday worship service. Candidates 
must have vocal and instrumental skills and 
knowledge of contemporary, praise, and 
worship music. Send resumes to: St. Marks 
UMC, P.O. Box 37, Louisville, TN 37777. 
Church phone: (865) 977-6128. Office hours: 
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Monday to Friday.

 KNOXVILLE, Tenn. – Church Street UMC 
seeks a full-time director of Kay Senior 
Care Center. Responsibilities include: 
working with memory-impaired seniors and 
caregivers; implementing and oversee-
ing established program; complying with 
regulations; and managing staff, marketing, 
and budgeting. Education requirements are 
based on experience, but a degree or expe-
rience in social work, gerontology, or related 
field is preferred. Send letter/resume to: 
Rick Isbell, program minister, Church Street 
UMC, P.O. Box 1303, Knoxville, TN 37901, 
or risbell@churchstreetumc.org.

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. – Wesley Memo-
rial UMC seeks a part-time children/youth 
worker. Send resumes to: Rev. Ben 
Matherly, 6314 East Brainerd Road, Chatta-
nooga, TN 37421, or call (423) 892-6446.

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. – First Farragut UMC 
seeks a part-time director of children�s min-
istries (20 hours per week). Areas of respon-
sibility include Sunday school, children�s 
church, vacation Bible school, and Wednes-
day night activities. Send resume by Feb. 8 
to: Children�s Search, First Farragut UMC, 
12733 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37934.

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. – First Farragut UMC 
seeks a part-time nursery director (15 hours 
per week) to schedule and supervise care-
givers for preschool children during Sunday 
and Wednesday night activities and on 
other occasions. Send resume by Feb. 8 to: 
Nursery Search, First Farragut UMC, 12733 
Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37934.

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. – Ooltewah 
UMC seeks a worship and creative arts 
director for 900+ members, with average 
attendance of 600 at two Sunday morning 
worship services. Worship style is blended 
traditional at one service and contempo-
rary at the other two. E-mail resume and 
one-page ministry vision statement to 
office@ooltewahumc.org or to: Search 
Team, Ooltewah UMC, 6131 Relocation 
Way, Chattanooga, TN 37363. Web site:
www.ooltewahumc.org  ■

exchange:

work in Mexico and she could not feed her children 
in her hometown of Guerrero. Crisóstomo took 
refuge in the Chicago church on Jan. 28, her last 
day for leaving the United States voluntarily under 
an order by the U.S. Board of Immigration Appeals.

Church-run clinics help
families get needed care 

 
 ORLANDO, Fla. (UMNS) – Having seizures but no 

insurance, Melissa Whaley said seeing a doctor was 
out of the question�until she learned about Shep-
herd s̓ Hope Health Center. �There was nobody in 
the world to help me, but this place helped me,� she 
said. Whaley received a free doctor s̓ consultation, 
free medication and, most importantly, compassion-
ate care. Shepherd s̓ Hope was organized a decade 
ago by a local United Methodist church and today 
includes nine health care centers in the Orlando 
area run by 2,000 volunteers from 20 churches. Just 
as the Good Shepherd cared for each of his sheep, 
the center serves people without access to insurance 
or medical care. The Rev. William S. Barnes, senior 
pastor at Orlando s̓ St. Luke s̓ United Methodist 
Church, said the ministry is simply �caring people 
caring for other people.�

Peoria gathers for 40 days of 
prayer against crime

PEORIA, Ill. (UMNS) — Mayor Jim Ardis certainly 
has the community of Peoria talking. Faced with 
rising statistics of crime and violence, Ardis called 
on the community to find its voice through the 
power of prayer and to engage in 40 days of prayer 
for the city. Congregations responded with nightly, 
community-wide prayer services that began on New 
Year s̓ Eve and continued through Feb. 8. �This 
outward testament of our faith will truly be a defin-
ing moment in making our city a stronger commu-

nity united in prayer,� said Ardis. 
�Let this 40 days be the begin-
ning of a new united spirit in 
Peoria and the surrounding area.� 
The Rev. Timothy Bias, pastor 
of the downtown First United 
Methodist Church and host 
pastor of the event, quoted from 
the prophet Jeremiah at the first 
service: �Israel was dispersed 
and divided in Jeremiah s̓ time, 
but the prophet told the people, 
ʻPray to the Lord for peace and 
prosperity for the city, because 
if it prospers, so do you.ʼ� First 
United Methodist and Bradley-
Epworth United Methodist are 
among the 35 congregations 
providing leadership for the ser-
vices. 

Florida churches 
enjoy drop in insurance pre-
miums

LAKELAND, Fla.  (UMNS) — United Methodist 
churches in hurricane-prone Florida began 2008 
with good news: a 22 percent decrease in the cost 
of property and casualty insurance premiums. 
Compared with 2007, the total cost of premiums is 
expected to decrease by $4.1 million to about $15 
million for the 750 churches in the Florida Annual 
(regional) Conference, according to Mickey 
Wilson, conference treasurer, and Mark Thomas, 
director of the Florida Conference Ministry Pro-
tection department. �The exact percentage will 
vary from church to church,� Thomas said. �It all 
depends on variables such as if the church pur-
chased a new fleet of vehicles, increased the value 
of its buildings or built new facilities�things like 
that.� The Florida conference experienced record-
high premiums in the wake of Hurricanes Charley, 
Jeanne, Frances and Wilma in 2004-05, but now 
is enjoying a market correction following several 
years of moderate weather, Thomas said.

Briefing offers glimpse
into assembly changes

FORT WORTH, Texas  (UMNS) — When United Meth-
odists convene this spring for their worldwide 
assembly, they can expect wider international rep-
resentation, a denominational budget built around 
four new areas of focus, and carefully choreo-
graphed opening sessions aimed at fostering unity 
through common ministry instead of gridlock over 
divisive social issues. The 2008 General Confer-
ence will meet for 10 days � two fewer than the 
2004 gathering in Pittsburgh and with no break 

� but still must sort through more than 1,500 peti-
tions, which is about the same amount of business 
conducted at the previous assembly. In addition to 
hearing opening addresses from a United Methodist 
bishop and lay person, delegates will hear the first-
ever Young People s̓ Address � delivered by six 
teens and young adults who promise a presentation 
�different from anything that s̓ ever been presented 
to General Conference before.�

 The new approaches are among a bevy of 
changes outlined during the United Methodist Pre-
General Conference News Briefing, an informa-
tional session attended by more than 200 delegation 
representatives and church journalists. The Jan. 
24-26 briefing, sponsored by United Methodist 
Communications, was held in Fort Worth, where 
General Conference will open April 23.

Flooded Indiana areas get 
United Methodist relief

MONTEICELLO, Ind. (UMNS) — United Method-
ists are joining other faith groups to provide relief 
for hundreds of northern Indiana flood survivors 
whose homes were heavily damaged by muddy 
waters. The three northern Indiana communities of 
Remington, Monticello and Delphi were hard hit 
by early-morning flood waters on Jan. 8. United 
Methodist Bishop Mike Coyner of Indianapolis 
visited with pastors of each community on Jan. 19 
and toured flood-ravaged areas in Jasper, White and 
Carroll counties. As of mid-January, three United 
Methodist churches in the area had distributed more 
than 500 flood buckets, received $10,000 from the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief to meet 
immediate needs of flood survivors, and coordi-
nated help from volunteers across the state. ■

For more on these and other United Methodist 
News Service stories, go to www.umc.org

UMNS photo by Tim Griffis
Dr. Jeff Thill examines Geannie Figuereo at a Shepherd�s 
Hope Health Center in Orlando, Fla. St. Luke�s United Meth-
odist Church helped launch the clinic system to serve resi-
dents without access to insurance or medical care. 
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