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c-mail: letters to the editor

Buzz and the Bible 

I  knew Buzz Thomas in junior high 
school, and I have watched his career 

in constitutional law and religion for some 
years with great interest [�Oliver �Buzz� 
Thomas: Minister Who Doesn�t Need the 
Job,� Dec. 14 print edition]. No one has 
better credentials to talk about the role 
of religion in modern society. I commend 
Buzz for his speaking for those of us in 
the pews who have long struggled with 
faith/intellectual issues. If we accept that 
the Bible is infallible, then we accept that 
slavery is not only an accepted practice, 
but a legal one as well, and we must stone 
our local farmers for planting two different 
crops in one field. If we are truly to live 
up to the national motto of �Open Minds, 
Open Hearts, Open Doors,� then we must 
prepare to deal openly, rationally, and hon-
estly with our fellow believers who might 
carry a fair share of doubt along with their 
belief.

Nora Lou Wilson
Norwood UMC
Knoxville District

Complimenting 
The Call 2 

T hank you so much for starting this. I 
have already sent it to many of our 

church folks this morning. This will be a lot 
easier to keep everyone informed about 
the happenings and opportunities through-
out the Holston Conference. Sometimes 
when you read the printed version, there is 
a tendency to not inform folks of all that is 
going on. So thank you so very much.

Susie Seadorf
Havron�s Chapel UMC
Chattanooga District

I  loved this! It seems like I could never 
find time to read The Call newspaper at 

home, but at work over a sandwich and Diet 
Coke during lunchtime, this was perfect.

Garry Day
First Copperhill UMC
Cleveland District

This is a great way to spread ideas. 
Wesley Memorial UMC is looking for 

new ideas for our evangelism effort and the 
lead-off article [�Proud, and here�s the sign 
to prove it,� Jan. 9 e-mail edition) provides 
us with a good one. Keep me on your mail-
ing list; I look forward to future e-mails. 

Don Morrow
Wesley Memorial UMC
Cleveland District

T hank you so much for sending The Call 
2. I really enjoyed getting it via e-mail. It 

looks wonderful. Great job. Keep it coming.

Roxanna Jones
Fairview UMC
Maryville District

Declining?
Not Kingsport

T he last time I checked Kingsport was and 
is not in a state of decline in population 

or economically [�Meet the preacher who left 
Hilton Head for Kingsport,� Jan. 16 e-mail 
edition]. I am not sure where you got your 
information, but if we are in a state of decline 
then why are our schools becoming more 
overcrowded and why is the housing market 
so strong? I just thought you ought to know 
this. If you have other information that shows 
our decline then I would like to see your data 
and share it with our mayor and alderman, 
because they do not see the decline.

Rev. Jack Edwards
Retired clergy
Kingsport District

S ome of us who live here do not think 
our communities are �declining.� We 

did have a tornado in the �50s but no one 
I know recalls the last hurricane that hit 
here. Hilton Head obviously has more 
moneyed residents but, having grown up 
in Kingsport, now living in Blountville, and 
having my office in Bristol, I would not 
trade the snow now outside my window for 
the beach. Hilton Head is a great place to 
visit but home it is not. Watch your words. 

Don Cooper
Addilynn Memorial UMC
Abingdon District

I  think you owe us an explanation of your 
definition of �decline.� Is the church in 

decline? Are the Methodists in your dis-
trict in decline? Is Kingsport�s population 
in decline? I�m not sure what impression 
you are trying to give to the world about 
Kingsport. However, the reference to 
decline would indicate the author is an 
uneducated, untrained newspaper person 
whose pay does not allow her the time to 
do research. If, however, you have any 
more Clark Jenkins out there anywhere 
please send him our way. This is one of 
the most outstanding individuals God has 
put on this earth, and it is a shame you 
have to insult him, and the entire city, with 
your unfounded comments.

Dennis Phillips, Mayor
Kingsport, Tenn.

I n the recent article about our new senior 
pastor, Clark Jenkins, Kingsport was 

referred to as a declining city. Several 
people have expressed discontent with 
this labeling. Here are some facts about 
Kingsport 2008. I don�t think this is a 
declining city. Meadowview Conference 
Center is adding 110 rooms. Rock Springs 
has been annexed and a new elementary 
school is being built. A regional higher 
education center is being built downtown. 
A brand new subsided housing center for 
older adults has opened. An Art Night/City 
Lights program has been added. An area 
of Fall Creek Road has been annexed. 
Free concerts are held downtown from 
May to September. Several new restau-
rants have been built. A brand new bank 
has opened downtown in the old power 
building. Three new shopping centers have 
opened or been completely remodeled. In 
comparison to the rest of the U.S., our real 
estate market is strong.

Darres Carter
First Broad Street UMC
Kingsport District

I  am very glad to see that you are apolo-
gizing for calling Kingsport a �declining� 

city. I grew up in Kingsport and was sorry 
to see that done by our conference [pub-
lication]. Why would Jubilation choose 
Kingsport for their retreat if there weren�t 
anything to do at the free time period? 
There is a wonderful downtown area, res-
taurants, a couple of refurbished shopping 
malls, wonderful churches and schools, 
plus friendly people. All of the Tri-Cities 
area is going strong and Holston Confer-
ence should recognize the importance 
of this area, which was the center of our 
church�s activities for so many years. 

Martha McFarland
Broadway UMC
Maryville District

Editor’s response:  Thank you for your 
many messages expressing concern about 
this sentence appearing in the Jan. 16 e-mail 
edition: �Why did Clark Jenkins come to a 
declining city in east Tennessee to pastor 
one of Holston�s largest congregations?�  

I am familiar with Kingsport. I grew up 
near there and my father was employed in 
Kingsport for most of his life. I sometimes 
wish our readers could be as responsive to 
the ministry success stories produced by 
Holston churches week after week. 

Nevertheless, it was a mistake to 
describe Kingsport as �declining,� in light 
of more recent statistics indicating the city 
is experiencing a revitalization. I  regret the 
error, and I thank our faithful readers for 
calling the error to my attention. 
Annette Spence
Editor, The Call
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church had gained 100 new members within three 
years, for a total 800 members. Average worship 
attendance was 600 and 90 percent white.

�You couldnʼt find a seat or a parking place,� he 
said. �The church was growing.�

When the pastor/parish relations committee at 
First Broad Street presented a leadership possibility 
to the South Carolina pastor, he says his focus was 
on God s̓ calling.

�It wouldnʼt be the ego that drove me to this big 
church,� he said. �I had to humble myself before 
God. Humility isnʼt a sign of weakness; it s̓ a sign of 
strength. I wanted to be obedient to God, and I felt 
God had called me to this special place.�

The church s̓ zeal for missions still seems to awe 
him. First Broad Street, says Jenkins, is a �signature 
congregation.� �It s̓ a signature congregation because 
theyʼre open to mission and ministry.�

On this day, for example, Jenkins is readying 
for an afternoon meeting that will culminate in his 
church s̓ commitment to finance a new building for 
a small sister church. Nearby Community United 
Methodist Church is reaching out to neighboring 
low-income children, but they need help. An anony-
mous giver at First Broad Street has stepped up.

The pastor cites other missions for which the 
Kingsport congregation is known. They collect and 
restore furniture and appliances in a warehouse, 
delivering them to needy families on request. Each 
fall, a group travels to Cherokee, N.C., to cut and 
deliver firewood for Native American communities. 
The church has home-repair ministries, food minis-
tries, and clothing ministries.

Jenkins says that he and Mayor Dennis Phillips 
are �in conversation� about using the church s̓ Car-
penter s̓ Helpers � a group of dedicated retired men 
who give up personal time to participate in a highly 
organized home-repair ministry -- to aid in the over-
all revitalization plan for Kingsport.

On Feb. 22-24, the Kingsport church will host its 
annual Missions Celebration, which this year fea-
tures Bishop Daniel Wandabula from the East Africa 
Conference and Bishop Felton May, interim general 
secretary of the General Board of Global Ministries.

The fact that First Broad Street is 99 percent white 
� and he is African-American � has not been an issue, 
Jenkins said. He personally came from a �black 
church experience,� until he was appointed Spartan-
burg District superintendent in South Carolina.

�This fear of cross-racial appointments � we need 
to get on with it. Blood is red. From day one, these 
have been the most gracious people I have ever 
encountered,� he said, referring to the Kingsport con-
gregation.

In addition to his varied experience in black and 
white congregations, poor and affluent, Jenkins 
served South Carolina as a General Conference del-
egate for two terms, a Southeastern Jurisdictional 
Conference delegate for four terms. He has served 
on the denomination s̓ General Board of Church and 
Society for the past four years.  

� Annette Spence

Jan. 16
After devastating fires, 
churches experience
outpouring of love 

W hat was initially disguised as misfortune 
has since evolved into an outpouring of 
Christian love for two Holston Conference 

churches hit with recent devastating fires.
Both the Rev. Cathy Fowler of Baileyton United 

Methodist Church and the Rev. Braxton Cotton of 
First Madisonville United Methodist Church admit 
to being overwhelmed with sympathy and aid. Not 
only have other churches and members of the two 
communities wanted to help in various ways, but 
the tragedies have also brought the church members 
themselves closer together.

�It has been very touching for the community,� 
said Fowler, whose Morristown District church was 
destroyed on Nov. 24. �And the church has always 
been a closely knit church family, but it has brought 
them all closer. It is uncanny how our members have 
come closer together.�

Added Cotton, whose Maryville District church 
burned on Dec. 10, �Many churches have been 
active in doing what they can. We have even had 
churches call up and say that we are part of their 
prayer service.�

While the emotional support and love have been 
quick to arrive, help from insurance companies has 
been a little slower due to bureaucratic procedure. 
Both pastors say they are waiting for the insurance 
companies to finish their work before finalizing 
reconstruction plans.

�We are making plans, but they are a little on 
hold,� said Fowler, whose church has been holding 
services in the auditorium of Baileyton Elementary 
School. �We will probably continue to do that for a 
good while.�

The current plans for Baileyton are to rebuild on 
the same site where the landmark 102-year-old build-
ing burned.

�When we rebuild, we want to make it large 
enough to accommodate our members,� she said. 
�We want to build a larger fellowship hall with 
Sunday school classes.�

She said that Anne Travis, director of connectional 
ministries for Holston Conference, is to meet with 
them to guide them through a visioning process.

Currently, the church has been able to use a 
donated organ and is expecting a piano. Trinity UMC 
of Greeneville also awarded the Baileyton church 
a $5,000 grant to cover the loss of items lost in the 
children s̓ Sunday school classes. The grant was 
awarded from the Buel D. and Mildred Brooks Trust 
of the Holston Conference Foundation.

An unlikely source -- a cookbook �is expected to 
provide some financial help. According to church 
member Myra Moore, a cookbook had been planned 
initially to fund a new roof on the church. After the 
fire, the church members realized the cookbook 
could help instead with the overall rebuilding and 
refurbishing costs.

Through various media reports, the church 
received numerous calls from people far and near. 
Some had recipes, while others wanted to buy a 
cookbook or help sell them.

�Now we have almost 1,300 recipes,� said Moore, 
who initially hoped for 600. �The community has 
really rallied for us.�

Regarding the reconstruction plans for First Madi-
sonville UMC, Cotton said the 338 church members 
are considering whether they should to rebuild on 
the current site, where some of the church s̓ physical 
plant remains, or possibly elsewhere. �Is this really 
where we should build or is there another place?� 
asked Cotton. �Are we in the right place to promote 
the service God is asking us to do in this neighbor-
hood?�

The church has been holding services in the 
nearby Cora Veal Senior Center, he said, and now 
has an office in a home across the street from the 
church grounds. They even have phone service, 
Cotton said.

That might help with the numerous calls the 
church has received from people wanting to help. 
Fairview UMC in Maryville District purchased some 
adornments for the altar, while First UMC in Knox-
ville donated some old hymnals. A number of other 
United Methodist churches and churches from other 
denominations have helped as well, he said.

Sortly after the fire, the Rev. Laura Shearer from 
Holston Conference s̓ Pastoral Conference Center 
talked to the members about dealing with loss and 
grief.

Cotton added that the fire has taught him and his 
congregants some valuable lessons.

�You realize these things are not of God, but God 
gives us an opportunity to accept his peace and guid-
ance as we go through them,� he said. �We need that 
refreshment of faith sometimes.� 

– John Shearer

Additional stories are available online. Visit www.
holston.org and click on �See Past Issues� for these 
stories and others: �District Roundup� (Jan. 9), 
two teen-written Resurrection stories (Jan. 23), a 
Divine Rhythm report (Feb. 6), and a faith story from 
Wytheville District, �Her Name is Britne� (Feb. 6). 

Continued from page 8

Photo by Joe Penland
Firefighters watch as the last flames are doused at First Madi-
sonville UMC. 
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One Great Hour of
Sharing:  March 2

Six times throughout the year, United 
Methodist congregations celebrate 
churchwide Special Sundays with offer-
ings. The One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering � recognized this year on March 
2 � provides administrative support for 
the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR). The offering allows 
UMCOR to keep its promise that 100 
percent of designated gifts go entirely to 
specific causes. One Great Hour of Shar-
ing enables UMCOR to  provide hands-
on care for persons caught in the effects 
of storms, war, disaster, and disease. For 
more information and free resources, visit 
http://www.umcgiving.org/content/
sundays/OGHS_nav/onegreat.asp.

Youth ministry internship: 
Applications due March 5

College and seminary students are 
invited to apply for a Holston Conference 
youth ministry internship in the Johnson 
City satellite office. The internship runs 
from May 27 to Aug. 5 (negotiable) and 
pays a $2,000 scholarship stipend plus 
work-related expenses. Housing arrange-
ments are not included. Application dead-
line is March 5. For more information or 
for an application, call the Youth Minis-
tries office at (423) 928-2156 ext. 243. 

Delegation holds open 
meeting: March 29

The Holston delegation to General 
Conference and Jurisdictional Confer-
ence will hold an open meeting on Sat-
urday, March 29, 1-3 p.m. at First White 
Pine United Methodist Church in White 
Pine, Tenn. Church members who wish 
to address the delgation on any topic are 
invited to attend. General Conference will 
be held April 23 to May 2 in Fort Worth, 
Texas. (For more information visit http://
GC2008.umc.org.) The Southeastern 
Jurisdictional Conference will be held 
July 16-19 in Lake Junaluska, N.C. (Visit 
www.sejumc.org and click on �Events 
Calendar.�)

Denman evangelism 
nominations: April 15

The Witness Ministry Team hopes to 
give Harry Denman Evangelism Awards 
to a clergy, lay, and youth member at 
Annual Conference. Nominations are 
due April 15. For more information and a 
nomination form, visit http://www.holston.
org/ministries/connectional-ministries/
evangelism-witness/programs/denman/ 
or call the Connectional Ministries office 
toll-free at (866) 690-4080.  ■


