
C
M

Y
K

C
M

Y
K

8  The Call • F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 8  

greatest hits:  Most popular links for The Call 2  weekly e-mail 8
• Feb. 6: Resurrection 2008 photo gallery: 
http://resurrection.holston.org

• Jan. 23: The Maryville District pays 100 percent of 
last year�s Fair Share apportionment, while total confer-
ence giving is low at 89 percent.  
http://holston.org/about/communications/the-c
all/volE/num3/maryville-district-pays-100-
percent-2007-apportion/

•Jan. 16: The Rev. Clark Jenkins leaves Hilton 
Head, S.C., to serve at First Broad Street UMC. 
http://holston.org/about/communications/the-call/
volE/num2/meet-preacher-who-left-hilton-head-
kingsport/ 

•Jan. 9: A UMNS Commentary: �Church at an 
impasse on homosexuality� by Rev. Russ Whaley
http://http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nl/content3.
asp?c=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=2429867&ct=4894177 ■

Jan. 9
Proud, and here’s
the sign to prove it 

L  ast summer, Joe-d DowlingSoka started think-
ing of ways to get more people to visit United 
Methodist churches in Bristol.

He knew there were 22 total United Methodist 
churches in Bristol, which sits on the Tennessee-
Virginia state line. He also knew that September is a 
popular time for people to consider visiting churches, 
as they are returning to school and work routines 
after summer. That s̓ why the denomination desig-
nates September as �Open House Month.�

The Rev. DowlingSoka, pastor of First United 
Methodist Church of Bristol, wanted to get smaller 
churches to join with larger churches in inviting 
people to worship.

�It s̓ hard, the relationship between churches of 
different sizes,� says DowlingSoka. �Large churches 
like State Street can be threatening to a smaller con-
gregation.�

For example, First Bristol United Methodist 
Church has 120 in average worship attendance, while 
Paperville United Methodist Church has 23. State 
Street UMC has 270 in average worship attendance, 
while John Wesley UMC has 40.

DowlingSoka called Reed Shell, senior pastor at 
State Street UMC, and they started talking. Dowl-
ingSoka also called on his church s̓ communications 
team to hatch a plan.

They decided to design a billboard that said, �Let 
me tell you about my church. The United Methodist 
churches of Bristol welcome you.�

They also designed lawn signs that said, �Let me 
tell you about my church.�

Next, they invited each of the Bristol churches to 
contribute $100 toward billboards, and for individual 
church members to pay $5.60 each for a lawn sign.

A key component on the lawn signs was the 
Web address, Bristol.holston.org, listing all United 
Methodist churches in the Bristol area. DowlingSoka 
worked with Donna Hankins of the conference com-
munications staff to set up that page.

For the entire month of September 2007, signs 
appeared in the front yards of about 250 Bristol 

residents, and a billboard was erected on Common-
wealth Boulevard on the Virginia side of Bristol, 
close to the Tennessee line. What were the results?

Few of the 22 churches were able to contribute 
money toward the billboard, so State Street UMC 
paid the $800 fee from a fund already designated for 
�media outreach,� according to Shell. Twelve of the 
22 churches purchased lawn signs.

Pastors said they were unable to assess whether 
visitors came to worship, just because of the signs.

�We had 30 visitors from the community during 
September,� said DowlingSoka, �but Iʼm not sure 
they would or wouldnʼt have come because of the 
signs.�

�I donʼt know that we gained any traffic through 
the front door, because we didnʼt have any guests 
that month,� said Shell.

However, pastors and members were thrilled by 
the positive visibility generated by the signs � espe-
cially among United Methodists themselves.

�It was funny how many Baptists, Catholics, 
Episcopalians, and Presbyterians came up to me and 
said, ʻWow, we didnʼt know there were so many 
United Methodists in this community,ʼ� said Pastor 
Lloyd Jones of Addilynn Memorial United Method-
ist Church. �It not only opened the eyes of the com-
munity, but also the congregations. People could 
really see how many of their neighbors were part of a 
United Methodist worship community.�

�It really got our logo out there in front of the 
public eye for a period of time,� said Shell. �Congre-
gants remarked that they saw signs in the lawns of 
people they didnʼt know were United Methodist.�

DowlingSoka recalls that one church member joy-
fully counted the lawn signs she passed through town 
one day.

�There is a sense that weʼre not in this all by our-
selves,� DowlingSoka said. �There is a sense that we 
are proud to be United Methodist, because weʼve got 
something to offer. If I put a sign on my lawn, Iʼm 
making a statement, just like you do with political 
signs.�

The Bristol churches do plan to revisit the cam-
paign, especially during the times of the year when 
visitors are most likely to come to worship: back-to-
school, Easter, or Christmas.

Members at Addilynn Memorial plan to get their 
lawn signs back out this month, just to remind people 
that church continues on �after the exhaustion� of the 
Christmas holidays, according to the Rev. Jones. �We 
want people to remember the church, even in the 
bleak midwinter.�

DowlingSoka is considering a citywide effort 
again in September, but with more signs and more 
emphasis on inviting. While Shell hopes that State 
Street can pursue two billboards in the future, Dowl-
ingSoka believes that 1,000 lawn signs are also 
needed.

�250 signs is only a drop in the bucket,� he said. 
�Also, for this to show up as an evangelism tool, 
members are really going to have to start inviting 
people to church. 

�Evangelism isnʼt about marketing. Itʼs about 
inviting.�     � Annette Spence

Jan. 16
Meet the preacher
who left Hilton Head
for Kingsport

T his time last year, everyone wondered who 
would take the top spot at First Broad Street 
United Methodist Church, after the senior 

pastor announced his retirement.
Maybe they didnʼt expect Clark Jenkins, who 

wasnʼt a native of Holston Conference but of South 
Carolina. Jenkins was appointed as senior pastor of 
the Kingsport congregation in June 2007, following 
the Rev. Pierce �Jack� Edwards.

However, Jenkins knew about the active east 
Tennessee church long before most Holston mem-
bers knew about him. From 1983 to 1990, the 
Rev. Jenkins was pastor of three small churches in 
impoverished St. Johns Island, S.C., where mis-
sion work teams from First Broad Street UMC 
frequently came to serve. Jenkins helped start a free 
medical clinic for migrant workers on Johns Island.

During those years, the pastor witnessed the 
commitment of First Broad Street mission workers, 
and he remembers thinking, �That is the kind of 
church I want to serve.�

Today, the 54-year-old, third-generation pastor is 
leading the fourth largest congregation in Holston 
Conference, with 2,597 members and 837 in aver-
age worship attendance. On Jan. 6, the congregation 
moved into a new building, with staff offices and 25 
sparkling new Sunday school classes.

�It s̓ an exciting time to be in the life of this con-
gregation,� Jenkins says of his flock. �Weʼve got a 
visioning team that s̓ on fire.�

Not that Jenkins came from an unsavory situ-
ation. Prior to arriving in Kingport, he served for 
three years as pastor at St. Andrews-by-the-Sea 
United Methodist Church in Hilton Head, S.C.

�I had no intention of going anywhere,� he says, 
smiling. �It was Hilton Head. Who wants to leave 
Hilton Head?�

Located in an affluent community, the St. Andrews
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Photo by Annette Spence, The Call
Signs placed in 250 Bristol lawns raised awareness and 
stoked pride among church members.

Photo by Annette Spence, The Call
The Rev. Clark Jenkins is senior pastor at First Broad Street 
UMC in Kingsport District.

Continued on page 9
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eventuality:

For more information on these dates, see �Upcom-
ing Events�� at www.holston.org or write info@holston.
org. To make a correction or post a new date, write 
thecall@holston.org or call (865) 293-4130 .

HOLSTON  EVENTS & DATES

FEBRUARY
15: Change for Children grant applications 
due
22-24: Cross Bearers (for youth inter-
ested in faith-sharing), Camp Wesley 
Woods, Townsend, Tenn.
29: Resolutions due for Annual Conference

MARCH
2: One Great Hour of Sharing
6-8: Ministers� Wives Retreat, Oak Tree 
Lodge, Sevierville, Tenn.
7-8: March Forth for Children (children�s 
ministry training), Cokesbury UMC, Knox-
ville, Tenn.
8: United Methodist Men�s Day With Bishop 
Swanson, Trinity UMC, Knoxville, Tenn.
8-9: United Methodist Women�s Young 
Women�s Retreat, MainStay Suites, Pigeon 
Forge, Tenn.
14-16: Discovery (for young people
considering a possible call to ministry), 
Camp Wesley Woods, Townsend, Tenn.
21: Good Friday
23: Easter Sunday
29: Open Meeting of the Holston Confer-
ence delegation to General Conference 
and Jurisdictional Conference, First White 
Pine UMC, White Pine, Tenn.
30: Holston Home Fifth Sunday Offering
31: Holston Conference Clergywomen�s 
Conversation, First White Pine UMC, White 
Pine, Tenn. 

APRIL
CCYM Mission Madness Month 
4-6: Clergy Marriage Enrichment Retreat, 
Buffalo Mountain Camp, Jonesborough, 
Tenn.
6: Native American Ministries Sunday
6-8: Jubilation (retreat for older adults), 
MeadowView Conference Center, 
Kingsport, Tenn.
15: Denman Evangelism Award nomina-
tions due
23-2: General Conference, Fort Worth, 
Texas

MAY
4: Annual Conference Missions Offering 
for Sudan
10: Children�s Day, Camp Wesley Woods
16-17: United Methodist Women�s 
Spiritual Enrichment Experience, Lake 
Junaluska, N.C.
18: Peace With Justice Sunday
24: Children�s Day, Buffalo Mountain 
Camp 
31: Children�s Day, Camp Dickenson and 
Camp Lookout

JUNE
8-11: Annual Conference, Lake 
Junaluska, N.C.
15-26: Youth in Mission Week, Washing-
ton, D.C.
18: Moving Day for transitioning pastors
29: Holston Home Fifth Sunday Offering

tastic job of preparing everyone for worship 
and the sermons.� While the Starfield song, �I 
Will Go,� was frequently cited as a favorite, 
the musical group also impressed upon the 
crowd that �it doesnʼt matter how we wor-
ship, because God loves it all,� said Remy, 
age 15.

This year s̓ speaker was the Rev. Lowell 
McNaney, senior pastor at Crossroads UMC 
in Concord, N.C. The 2008 Resurrection 
theme � proclaimed via a video-game font 
on T-shirts designed and sold by Strawberry 
Plains UMC � was �The Radical Way.� 

�If you live a Spirit-filled life, there 
are some people who wonʼt understand,� 
McNaney told the crowd. �But ʻradical  ̓is 
how the normal Christian life should look ... 
When you are radical, you are going to bump 
against Satan.�

The Rev. Donnie Bailey, pastor of the 
four-church Broadford Circuit in Morristown 
District, brought 10 youth who had never attended 
Resurrection before.

�I thought the speaker was good,� Bailey said. �He 
kept the kids  ̓attention, was on their level, and spoke 
of today s̓ issues. 

�The trip was so moving for me, to be around so 
many teenagers lifting up the Lord,� he added. �I had 
so many times during the sessions that the tears would 
just start pouring. I could feel the Holy Spirit the 
entire weekend.�

Groups came from as far as 
Marlton, N.J., where the non-
denominational Wiley Church 
braved a snowstorm to get to east 
Tennessee.

�A lot of lives and hearts were 
changed here. It was worth it,� 
said Wiley Youth Pastor Ben 
Francisco.

The largest groups included 
Munsey Memorial UMC of 
Johnson City District with 118 
and Burks UMC of Chattanooga 
District with 110. Some groups 
came on conference scholar-
ships, including Jubilee Project of 
Morristown District and The Rock 
of Johnson City District. 

The conference youth office 

refunded fees paid by participants from Baileyton 
UMC, Morristown District, and First Madisonville 
UMC, Maryville District, following devastating fires 
at those churches before Christmas.

Michelle McClure, who joined the conference 
staff as youth ministry assistant in August 2007, said 
she was surprised by �all the preparation� required 
for the two-weekend event.

�Iʼve attended Resurrection before, but that s̓ 
like a different world from what goes on behind the 

scenes. It was very hectic, but I 
was impressed by all the volun-
teers who have been doing this all 
these years.�

In addition to the worship ses-
sions at Gatlinburg Convention 
Center, participants delighted in 
the sights and sounds of the town, 
which included for many shop-
ping, dining, arcades, and strolling 
up and down Christmas-lighted 
streets. ■

For more on Resurrection (includ-
ing two stories and a �Reading List�) 
visit http://holston.org/about/
communications/the-call/volE/num3/

For a Resurrection photo gallery, 
visit http://resurrection.holston.org.

Resurrection, continued from page 1

Photos by Annette Spence,The Call
For the second year, Starfield leads youth in praise and worship songs..

The Rev. Lowell McNaney preaches on 
�the radical way.�


