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Methodists 
join rally 
against 
foreclosures

WASHINGTO N  (UMNS)  —   As a community orga-
nizer in Kansas City, the Rev. Dale Shotts has first-
hand experience of the effects of home foreclosures 
on families and neighborhoods. “People are losing 
their homes because our nation has made a god of 
excessive profits, and we have not listened to the 
voice of real prophets of many faith traditions,” 
declared Shotts, who is director of social justice min-
istries at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church and a 
leader of “Communities Creating Opportunity” in 
Kansas City. Shotts was among the clergy and fore-
closure victims riding the “Recovery Express” bus 
caravan, which made an eight-city cross-country tour 
March 6-10 before joining a rally and prayer service 
on Capitol Hill in Washington. The caravan and rally 
was sponsored by PICO, a national network of faith-
based community organizations working to revitalize 
neighborhoods in 150 cities and 17 states.

Mission agency to cut 
$3.9 million from budget 

NEW YORK, NY  (UMNS)  —  The United Methodist 
Board of Global Ministries is reducing its 2009 oper-
ating budget by $3.9 million, or 7 percent, because 
of a combination of economic factors. The reduction 
affects an approved core 
budget of $57.6 million, 
a figure that does not 
include the Women’s 
Division, the corporate 
unit of United Methodist 
Women, or the United 
Methodist Committee on 
Relief. A Feb. 13 letter 
to Global Ministries’ 
directors indicated that 
the operating budget 
could change if the financial picture improves in 
the coming months. “This is stressful but essential 
to keep within our means in this time of global eco-
nomic downturn,” said the Rev. Edward W. Paup, the 
mission agency’s top executive. 

Michigan churches adjust 
to economic downturn 

ADRIN, Mich.  (UMNS)  —  For the first time in 
memory, eight senior pastors in the Detroit Confer-
ence are projecting their churches may not be able 

to pay their 2009 apportionments in full. They serve 
some of the largest churches in the conference. They 
recently sent a letter about their concerns to the presi-
dent of the conference’s Council on Finance and 
Administration. The pastors cited cutbacks in program 
and staffing already made and forecast a cut in dollars 
budgeted for apportionments in 2009. 

“At this point we conservatively anticipate the 
combined shortfall could total $250,000,” they 
wrote. They stressed the need to “balance our sup-
port for the ministry of the annual conference and 
the General Church and caring for our responsibility 
to build strong local congregations which in turn 
will be able to pay their apportionments.” The letter 
noted the “dramatic compromise on the local level” 
and looked for the same on the conference level. 

Florida apportionments 
rolled back to 2008 levels 

LAKELAND, Fla.   (UMNS)  —  Local churches in the 
Florida Conference, already hit hard by the downturn 
in the economy, massive foreclosures and job losses, 
are receiving some good news courtesy of the confer-
ence’s Council on Finance and Administration. Effec-
tive immediately and retroactively, apportionment 
levels for 2009 will be “rolled back” to 2008 levels. 
This will result in an approximate 10 percent reduc-
tion in the amount of money churches will contribute 
to their connectional giving, known as apportion-
ments. The rollback, approved at the council’s Feb. 
13 meeting in Lakeland, will send a signal to local 
churches that the conference is taking the financial 
crisis seriously, said the Rev. Tim Smiley, chair of 
CFA and pastor at Plantation UMC. Smiley said 
that conference reserves will make up the difference 
between what was apportioned in 2009 and what will 
now be, in effect, 2008 apportionment levels.

17 conferences pay 
100 percent of general 
church commitment 

NASHVILLE, Tenn.   (UMNS)  —  Seventeen U.S. annual 
conferences gave 100 percent or more in 2008 to 
The United Methodist Church’s apportioned funds, 
and 37 conferences increased their giving over 2007 
figures, according to the United Methodist Council 
on Finance and Administration. The total collected 
from all 63 U.S. conferences was $130.6 million. The 
total percentage paid in 2008 was 86.24 percent of 
the apportioned amount of $150.97 million, said A. 
Moses Rathan Kumar, top executive for the denomi-
nation’s financial agency. “Indicators of the U.S. 
financial markets tell us our levels of giving should 
be down significantly,” Kumar said. “The numbers 
in this report indicate that the people of The United 
Methodist Church see a different reality.”  

 calendar details:

HOLSTON  
EVENTS & DATES

APRIL
4-5: UMW Young 
Women’s Retreat in 
Pigeon Forge
5-11: Holy Week
12:  Easter Sunday
17-18: GREAT Small 
Churches in Gray, Tenn.
20: Camp Wesley 
Woods benefit golf tour-
nament at Beaver Brook 
Golf in Knoxville, Tenn.
23-25: 12th Annual 
Friends of Estonia meet-
ing in Sevierville, Tenn.
25: Buffalo Mountain 
Camp benefit golf tourna-
ment at Tri-Cities Golf 
Club in Blountville.
25: Dialogue Training in 
Morristown, Tenn.
25: P.I.C.K. a Partner 
training in Knoxville
25: Holston Conference 
Historical Society in Har-
riman, Tenn. 
26:  Native American 
Ministries Sunday
30: Denman Evange-
lism nominations due
30: Redwine Grant 
applications due
30: Margaret Loving 
Grant applications due 

MAY
2: Early Response Team 
Training in Athens

JUNE
7: Peace With Justice 
Sunday
14-17: Holston Annual 
Conference at Lake 
Junaluska, N.C.
21-28: Youth in
Mission -- Gulf Coast

JULY
6-10: Junior High and 
Senior High Assembly, 
Emory & Henry College

AUGUST 
2: CHolston Confer-
ence Night at the 
Smokies Ballpark, 
Kodak, Tenn.
7-8: Calling All Men in 
Sevierville, Tenn.
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To make a correction or post a 
new date, call (865) 293-4130
or write thecall@holston.org .

nation & world 

UMNS photos courtesy of the PICO Network
The Rev. Dale Shotts speaks at a March 10 rally in Washington calling on Congress to reform bank-
ruptcy laws.

Edward Paup

Continued on page 10

in  memoriam 
Phillip Ernst

ABINGDON, Va. ABINGDON, Va. –  –  Phillip Fritz Ernst III died Feb. 9. The 
Rev. Ernst was a retired Holston clergy member who had served 
Coeburn, Central (Lenoir City), and Trinity (Bristol), among 
others. He is survived by his wife, Jeree Ernst, and four children. 

W.D. Garman  
JOHNSON CITY, Tenn. JOHNSON CITY, Tenn. –  –  William Daugherty Garman, age 

81, died March 23 at Takoma Regional Hospital in Greeneville. 
The Rev. Garman was a retired Holston clergy member who had 
served Rutledge Circuit, Baileyton Circuit, and George Street-
Grant United Methodist churches, among others. He is surved 
by his wife, Virginia Christian Garman; brother, Harry Garman 
of Colorado Springs, Colo.; two foster children, Robert “Bobby” 
Baker of Blountville,Tenn., and Judy Baker Chandler of Tunnel 
Hill, Ga.; and several nieces and nephews. A funeral service was 
held March 26 at Wesley Memorial UMC with the Rev. Dwight 
Kilbourne, the Rev. James Bennington, and the  Rev. Paul Seay 
officiating. Interment followed at Monte Vista Memorial Park.
Memorials gifts may be sent to Holston Home for Children, P.O. 
Box 188, Greeneville, TN 37743. 

Archie Kelley  
JACKSON, Tenn. JACKSON, Tenn. ––  Archie Monroe Kelley, age 82, died Feb. 

22 at Forest Cove Nursing Center after a brief illness. The Rev. 
Kelley was a returned Holston clergy member who had served 
the Trinity (Big Stone Gap), First Pigeon Forge, and Dunlap 
United Methodist Churches, among others. He is survived by 
his wife of 61 years, Mary Ruth (Ealey) Kelley; daughter, Davie 
Lynne Harrison of Jackson; and sons, Leldon Stratton Kelley of 
Tracy City, Tenn., and Lloyd Ray Kelley of Irmo, S.C. A funeral 
service was held Feb. 26 at Aldersgate UMC. Memorial contribu-
tions may be sent to Aldersgate UMC, 1050 N. Parkway, Jack-
son, TN 38305.

Glenn Patterson  
BRISTOL, Va. BRISTOL, Va. –  –  Glenn Carl Patterson, age 81, died March 

23. The Rev. Patterson was a retired Holston clergy member who 
had served Fairview-Harrison, Spring City-Reed’s Chapel, and St. 
Marks-Moore’s Gap United Methodist churches, among others. 
He is survived by his son, Glenn Jr., brother Dwight Patterson, 
two grandsons, and several nephews, nieces, and cousins. A 

funeral service was held March 28 at First Sevierville UMC, with 
burial following in Maryville, Tenn. 

Helen Phillips  
WEYERS CAVE, Va. WEYERS CAVE, Va. –  –  Helen Darlene Greene Phillips, 

age 71, died March 3 at her residence. The Rev. Phillips was a 
retired Holston clergy member who had served Bethel-Luminary, 
Damascus, and Clintwood-McClure United Methodist churches. 
She is survived by her husband of 48 years, Hubert (Billy) Phil-
lips; daughter, Sherri Poeckert of Weyers Cave; son, Rodney 
Phillips of Hillsborough, N.C.; brothers, Roy Greene of Glen 
Burnie, Md., Earl Greene of Erwin, Tenn., and Clarence Greene 
of Telford, Tenn.; and three grandchildren. A memorial service 
was held March 6 at Dillow-Taylor Funeral Chapel. A graveside 
service as held March 7 at Roselawn Memorial Park in Johnson 
City, Tenn. Memorial contributions may be sent to Weyers Cave 
UMC, P.O. Box 142, Weyers Cave, VA 24486.

Ray Robinson  
WALLAND, Tenn. WALLAND, Tenn. –  –  Ray Edwin Robinson, age 75, died 

March 21 at UT Medical Center as the result of a traffic accident. 
The Rev. Robinson was a retired Holston clergy member who 
had served as Kingsport District superintendent as well as pastor 
at Middlebrook Pike, First Maryville, and Concord United Meth-
odist churches, among others. He is survived by his wife of 51 
years, Jane Robinson; daughters, Joy Shultz of Birmingham, Ala., 
and Ann Leatherwood of Maryville, Tenn; sisters, Edith Moore, 
Betty Jo Householder, and Hazel Imes; and five grandchildren. 
A celebration of life service was held March 24 at First Maryville 
UMC with the Rev. Larry Carroll and the Rev. Brenda Carroll 
officiating. Memorial contributions may be sent to First UMC,  804 
Montvale Station Road, Maryville, TN 37803. 

Jeffrey Taylor  
KNOXVILLE, Tenn.  KNOXVILLE, Tenn.  – J– Jeffrey Keith Taylor, age 51, died 

March 6 at St. Mary’s Hospital. The Rev. Taylor was a Holston 
clergy member who had served the Marble Hill, Mt. Vale, and 
Pleasant Hill United Methodist Churches, among others. He is 
survived by his mother, Betty Taylor of Maryville, Tenn.; brothers, 
Cyril Taylor of Murfreesboro, Tenn., and Mark Taylor of Maryville; 
and nieces and nephews. A funeral service was held March 10 
Carpenter’s Campground UMC with the Rev. Gary Mauldin offici-
ating. Interment followed at Grandview Cemetery. 

opportunities:

● Nominate a Holston evangelism star 
The Harry Denman Evangelism Award is presented each June at 
Annual Conference to a clergy, lay, and youth member. Applica-
tion deadline is April 30. E-mail connectionalministries@
holston.org for an application or call toll-free (866) 690-4080. 

● Nominate a BIG  evangelism star
The Foundation for Evangelism seeks nominations for the 2009 
Distinguished Evangelist of The United Methodist Church Award. 
Call (800) 737-8333 for additional information about the award and 
the process for nomination. Deadline for nomination is June 1.

● Apply for a Loving grant 
Margaret Loving Grants are presented to Holston groups demonstrat-
ing promise and need in senior adult ministries. Application deadline 
is April 30. Visit the Holston Conference Foundation “Grants” section 
at www.holston.org or call toll-free (866) 690-4080.

● Apply for a Redwine grant 
Redwine grants are awarded to Holston groups demonstrating 
promise in strategic ministries. Application deadline is April 30. 
Visit the Holston Conference Foundation “Grants” section at 
www.holston.org or call toll-free (866) 690-4080. 
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