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                  By Bishop James Swansonwings:

Spiritual abundance 
amidst such poverty
In the summer of 2005, I received an e-mail that rocked my world. It was a 

Pulitzer Prize-winning picture of a child, obviously malnourished, crawling 
to find food at a camp for internally displaced persons in south Sudan. The 

child, who looked about five years old, was stalked by a vulture. The vulture 
looked far healthier than the child. 

I was so moved by this photo that as I went into staff meeting that morning, 
I found it difficult to concentrate on the issues. I asked the staff for prayer con-
cerns when Anita Henderlight mentioned she had read a book that disturbed her. 
The book was “They Poured Fire on Us from the Sky” by Benson Deng, Ale-
phonsion Deng and Benjamin Ajak, three of the lost boys from Sudan.

The staff members were moved as I told them about the photo I saw earlier 
that morning. It was at then we began to experience what we believe to be the 
Holy Spirit, moving on our hearts to do something about this horrible situation.

This was the genesis of what has evolved 
into a passionate, bold, and joy-filled witness 
of God’s love for the people of southern Sudan 
and for the people of the Holston Conference 
of The United Methodist Church. 

In 2007, I decided to accompany a Holston 
team to Sudan in 2009. I also accepted an invi-
tation from Bishop John Innis to serve as guest 
preacher for the 2009 Liberian Annual Confer-
ence. It was an opportunity to visit Africa and 
personally witness the impact United Method-
ism is having in this wonderful place. 

The dates were set: I would be in Liberia 
Feb. 6-16 to preach and also to visit the J.J. Roberts School and Ganta Hospital, 
which Holston has supported for so many years. I would travel on to Uganda and 
then Southern Sudan through March 3, 2009. I had no clue what God had in store 
for me.

Last fall I began to prepare for the trip by getting my immunizations along 
with my wife, Delphine, who would accompany me to Liberia. My energy level 
started to rise about that time. Yet, I was so immersed in the ministry of Holston 
Conference and the upcoming appointment-making process that I didn’t have 
much time to think about the trip. January is a very busy month in The United 
Methodist Church. My calendar was so full of must-do meetings and local-
church visits that before I realized it, February was almost here.

In mid-January I received an e-mail from the executive committee of the 
Council of Bishops, stating that I had been selected for the Council of Bishops 
Visitation Team to the East Africa Annual Conference. The East Africa Annual 
Conference is comprised of United Methodist churches in Uganda, Kenya, 
Burundi, Uganda, and Southern Sudan. The Council of Bishops executive team 
was aware of conflict within the churches in Burundi and Rwanda. They were 
also concerned about churches in Southern Sudan, Uganda, and Kenya. I was 
asked to join Bishop Felton May, Bishop Emilio DeCarvalho, and Bishop Gaspar 
Domingos – along with Bishop Daniel Wandabula of the East Africa Conference 
-- to assess the situation in these five sovereign nations and report our findings 
back to the Council of Bishops.

I return to you in Holston with new eyes, and I want to share what I experi-
enced. In the next issues of The Call and in my blog, I will offer a glimpse of my 
discoveries in Africa. I will never forget this visit. It was challenging, but it was 
also a time of renewal as I prayed and sought the Lord’s face -- that I might see 
through Jesus’ eyes and make decisions that would bless his holy name. 
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THE CALL is the official newspaper of 

the Holston Annual Conference, published 
monthly or 12 times each year. 

All publication decisions are made by the 
Editor, under the supervision of the Execu-
tive Assistant to the Bishop. The Call does 
not accept paid advertising.

Letters to the editor (“C-Mail”) will be 
considered for publication. Letters should be 
no longer than 150 words and must do no 
harm to others.

United Methodist job openings and other 
church-related needs will be considered for 
publication in the “Exchange” section at no 
charge. The Call gives priority to Holston 
Conference churches and related groups.

To submit letters, news, or photos, con-
tact: Editor, The Call, P.O. Box 850, Alcoa, 
TN 37701-0850, phone (865) 293-4130, fax 
(865) 690-3162, e-mail thecall@holston.org.

A 12-month subscription to the newspaper 
is $15. Checks should be made to “Holston 
Conference” and mailed to: The Call, P.O. 
Box 850, Alcoa, TN 37701-0850. To order 
online, visit www.holston.org/thecall. 

Subscriptions to Holston’s weekly e-mail 
publication, The Call 2, are free of charge. 
Sign up at www.thecalltwo.holston.org. 

God envisions
bold, passionate, and joyful
communities of faith
where the spiritual hunger
to worship God
and to serve Christ
sets disciples on fire
with Spirit-filled, risk-taking
love for all God’s children
until Holston Conference
reflects the saving grace
and redeeming justice of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 – Adopted by the 2006 Holston Annual 
Conference

holston’s vision:
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T he young adult Hope for Sudan mis-
sionary team was great. I met them for 

the first time when we arrived in Sudan on 
March 3, with Beth Tipton and Don Thomas 
as our team leaders. God is really working 
in peoples’ lives. I admire and have asked 
God for his blessings on everyone who was 
in Sudan the last two months.
KORTNI M. LAKE 
Trenton UMC
Chattanooga District

Send letters to the editor to: “C-Mail,” 
The Call, Box 850, Alcoa, TN 37701-
0850, phone (865) 293-4130, fax (865) 
690-3162, e-mail thecall@holston.org. 

                                         

UMCOR medicine shipment 
arrives in Zimbabwe

NEW YORK  (UMNS) — Containers of lifesaving 
medicine and other supplies from United Method-
ists have arrived in Zimbabwe. The shipment is 
part of the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s 
ongoing work to provide assistance to the African 
country in response to ever-widening cholera and 
financial crises. Muslim Aid, an UMCOR partner 
and United Kingdom-based relief agency, is pro-
viding further medical support. In addition to the 
medical supplies, UMCOR is delivering 400 metric 
tons of milled maize throughout 12 United Method-
ist districts in Zimbabwe. 

The situation in Zimbabwe remains dire despite 
reports of improvement in recent days. More than 
3,800 people have died in the cholera epidemic that 
has swept the country for months. Hyperinflation 
has led to economic collapse. UMCOR and the 
United Methodist Church in Zimbabwe are work-
ing together to provide health care and food and 
water in the most difficult situations.

Village in Darfur rejoices in 
gifts from Ohio church

TIPP CITY, Ohio (UMNS) — The village of Deriga 
in South Darfur now calls its community “Ohio 
Village” because of the gifts generated by Ging-
hamsburg United Methodist Church in Tipp City, 
the church’s Christmas miracle offering, and the 
church’s partnership with the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief. The water yard UMCOR built 
in Deriga brought 12,000 people to this once-empty 
community, and an agriculture program sponsored 
by Ginghamsburg helped provide food and employ-
ment. Two schools also have been built and two 
more are under construction. The 2008 offering for 

the Ginghamsburg Sudan Project raised $725,749, 
for a total of nearly $4 million raised since 2004. 
UMCOR’s Sudan work now includes projects in the 
capital city of Khartoum, South Darfur, and South 
Sudan. Donations can be made to Sudan Emergency, 
UMCOR Advance #184385. 

Lake Junaluska focuses on 
‘Caring for God’s Creation’ ’

LAKE JUNALUSKA, N.C.  (UMNS) — The focus was on 
the church’s responsibility for the environment at a 
March 5-8 event, “Caring for God’s Creation,” at 
Lake Junaluska Conference Center. Michael Battle, 
president of the Interdenominational Theological 
Center, Atlanta, described the new emphasis at ITC 
on “TheoEcology,” which blends faith with a higher 
consciousness of stewardship of the earth. Norman 
Wirzba, professor of theology, ecology and rural 
life at Duke Divinity School, addressed the need for 
living the Sabbath way, a way of gratitude for the 
abundance that God has given us. John Hill, director 
of economic and environmental justice for the Board 
of Church and Society, spoke to the group about 
consumerism and creation. Participants also attended 
workshops and took tours of the lake wetlands, 
native garden, and a solar home. 

Bishop urges action on 
immigration reform 

NASHVILLE, Tenn.  (UMNS) —  United Methodist 
Bishop Minerva Carcaño, a leading denominational 
voice calling for reform of U.S. immigration poli-
cies, recently urged about 50 fellow advocates for 
racial justice to help bolster the movement for enact-
ing new, more humane immigration laws this year. 

At a March 12-14 meeting sponsored by the 
United Methodist Commission on Religion and 
Race, the bishop advised regional church leaders to 
help organize prayer vigils, study denominational 
resolutions on migration and spur the growth of 
legal outreach services to help immigrants obtain 
residency or citizenship status. “I recommend you 
hold prayer vigils in your churches and communi-
ties to call people together in one spirit to pray for 
a just resolution of this immigration situation,” said 
Carcaño, who is bishop of the Phoenix Area and vice 
president of the commission’s board of directors.    

United Methodists respond 
to Coatesville fires 

VALLEY FORGE, Pa.  (UMNS) —  United Method-
ists and other members of the faith community 
in Coatesville, Pa., are continuing to respond to 
victims of the arson fires in that city. During the 

Jan. 24-25 weekend, 15 homes burned in a single 
blaze and the Coatesville Fire Department counts 
15 arsons in 2008 and 14 so far in 2009.  More 
than 30 families, mostly renters, were displaced. 
Olivet United Methodist Church, two blocks from 
the row of 15 houses that burned in January, pro-
vided emergency shelter and gave respite hospital-
ity to firefighters and emergency workers. Olivet 
has continued to respond as part of the Ministers 
Alliance of Coatesville and Vicinity. The South-
east District disaster response committee of the 
United Methodist Eastern Pennsylvania Confer-
ence also donated $5,000 to Olivet to assist in the 
relief efforts and solicited volunteers who could 
help with distribution of donated furniture and the 
resettlement of families.

Kansas church rebuilds after 
pastor resigns, starts new 
church three miles away

WICHITA, Kan.  (UMNS) — GracePoint United Meth-
odist Church is rebuilding after church leaders left 
the congregation to form a non-denominational con-
gregation of the same name. Bryson Butts, found-
ing pastor of GracePoint United Methodist Church, 
announced to the congre-
gation on March 1 that he 
was resigning from the 
United Methodist Church 
effective immediately and 
would start another church 
in northwest Wichita. The 
entire church-leadership 
team and most of the 
congregation moved 
three miles away to form 
GracePoint Community 
Church, meeting at North-
west High School. Before 
the split, the United Methodist congregation had an 
average worship attendance of 700. On March 6, 
Kansas Area Bishop Scott Jones appointed the Rev. 
Steve Spencer to succeed Butts. 

GracePoint was started by the denomination’s 
Kansas West Conference in 2003. The first public 
worship service was in January 2004, and the con-
gregation was chartered in January 2005. Accord-
ing to Jones, the annual conference had supported 
GracePoint’s developing a second campus but the 
church decided last summer to delay that plan and 
focus on building its first building. 

In January, Butts and other church officers 
incorporated GracePoint Community Church as a 
new Kansas corporation. “The conference was not 
aware of this action at that time. For more than a 
month they were officers, directors and/or leaders 
of two competing congregations,” Jones said. 

UMNS photo by the Rev. Lloyd Nyarota 

Bishop Eben Nhiwatiwa of the United Method-
ist Church in Zimbabwe helps load medical and 
school supplies into a storage container. 

Bishop Jones

bishop’s
speaking 
schedule:

• April 5: Unicoi UMC (Johnson City 
District) at 8:55 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

• April 16-17: Great Small Churches 
Conference at Gray UMC (Johnson City 
District)

• April 19: Centenary UMC Centennial 
(Johnson City District) at 11 a.m.; St. Mark 
UMC 60th Anniversary (Kingsport District) 
at 3 p.m. 

• April 26: Albright /McCarty UMC
Heritage Day (Johnson City District) 
at 2 p.m. 

Resource: Find-a-Church
provides free advertising

NASHVILLE, Tenn.--The rede-
signed www.Find-A-Church.org 
option on www.umc.org provides 
United Methodist churches with 
a free online profile. The Find-A-
Church directory receives approxi-
mately 280,000 hits a month 
and churches can reach anyone 
searching for a church home. For 
more information about updating 
profiles, contact United Methodist 
Communications at FAC@umc.org 
or (800) 251-8140. 


