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�I never expected it, never wanted it, never 
wished for it, never dreamed of it,� says Coppedge 
of his superintendency appointment. �But I am 
delighted, honored, privileged. A lot of my friends 
and family are now asking, ʻHow does it feel to eat 
those words?  ̓There s̓ been a lot of teasing.�

He never visited the Big Stone Gap area before, 
except for a meeting in Gate City, Va. However, a 
recent tour of his future home left him with a good 
impression. �It s̓ beautiful,� he said. �Iʼm excited, 
and I canʼt wait to get there.�

Coppedge and wife Mary, who is finishing her 
undergraduate degree at Tennessee Wesleyan Col-
lege, have five grown children, including three birth 
sons and two adopted daughters. Their six grand-
children range from ages five to 10. His mother, 
Mary Louise Coppedge, died in Shawnee, Okla., on 
Palm Sunday, March 16, at age 84.

  � Annette Spence

March 27
Youth report: When you 
hear God’s call, Discovery 
is a good resource  

D iscovery is Holston Conference s̓ time to 
help high school students explore a possible 
call to ministry. What started out as about 

30 people sitting around at Camp Wesley Woods 
on the weekend of March 14-16, all looking intimi-
dated, quickly turned into a loud, laughing group of 
teens and adults.

On Friday night, we enjoyed the musical offer-
ings of Ralph Jeffers. The Rev. Charles Maynard 
also spoke to us about �Discovering Our Call.� He 
related to each person through many personal sto-
ries, fables, and everyday life examples. He spoke 
to us about the �night what-ifs.� He said that we, as 
Christians, sometimes need to slow down our night 
thoughts, and be still enough to hear God.

Maynard also led us on a �discerning walk� on 
Saturday morning. It was amazing how nature can 
relate to a person s̓ own spiritual life. He said that 
sometimes our own spiritual journeys will fork 
just as a hiking path does, and at times we will be 
required to take the path less traveled. He also said 
the path we are meant to take will not always be 
evident, similar to a night hike. However, if we 
listen, we will find the way.

On Friday night, we were paired off into �shar-
ing groups.� Each group included about six youth, 
allowing us to build relationships with each other as 
well as the adult leaders.

 Saturday afternoon included a resource fair. 
Several seminaries and Christian organizations 
provided information. After the resource fair, we 
divided into groups for various workshops. I par-
ticipated in �Evidence of Calling in Our Lives� and 
�Facing Our Fears.�

Evidence of Calling was my favorite workshop. 

It was led by the Rev. David Graybeal, who told us 
that everyday events in our lives may help us deter-
mine a calling. He provided applicable ways for 
determining our purpose, such as a distraction diary, 
childhood games and activities, and passions.

 Bishop James Swanson joined us for the Satur-
day evening service. His message was my favorite: 
�Responding to God s̓ Call.� He said: �Christianity 
since its very inception was a youth movement, and 
it should stay that way.� It was very reassuring to 
hear the Bishop say that it is important for youth to 
be involved, to force the church to break away from 
its comfort zone.

 On Sunday morning the Rev. Carol Wilson 
spoke to us about �Celebrating God s̓ Call.� �You 
donʼt have to have it all figured out before you even 
begin,� she told us.

 Discovery helped us to realize that we share 
common feelings about the call to ministry, and 
adults who have gone before us experienced the 
same. Youth from all over the conference were able 
to connect, while the adult leaders were open to 
answering questions about anything. Discovery is 
an excellent resource for youth on spiritual journeys 
� even if they donʼt know where the journey is lead-
ing them.

– Remy is a youth member at a Johnson City 
District church. Some details are withheld to protect 
the identity of minors. 

April 2
Open delegate meeting: 
Six of eight speeches on 
homosexuality

W HITE PINE, Tenn. � While the Holston 
Conference delegation listened without 
comment, six out of eight speakers pleaded 

for inclusiveness for homosexual persons at a 
March 29 opening meeting held at First White Pine 
United Methodist Church.

The meeting was the fourth for elected persons 
representing Holston at General Conference later 
this month in Forth Worth, Texas, and at South-
eastern Jurisdictional Conference in July at Lake 
Junaluska, N.C.

Delegate leaders publicized the March 29 meet-
ing as an opportunity for any Holston member to 
address any topic. Eight speakers � four from First 
Oak Ridge UMC, and all from the Oak Ridge or 
Maryville Districts � signed up for five-minute 
time slots. Some speakers cited specific resolutions 
expected to be voted on by the General Conference.

The Rev. Al Shaver, pastor at Mountain View 
UMC in Maryville District, asked delegates to con-
sider that �God s̓ way could be different than our 
own.�

�The love of Christ for all people is our ultimate 
goal,� Shaver said, referring to resolutions that 
would alter The Book of Discipline to seem more 

accepting to homosexuals. �Regardless of our moral 
thinking on the issue ... we need to consider lan-
guage that would invite them to come.�

�My brother is gay,� Shaver added, �and he s̓ 
had more church doors slammed in his face than I 
can tell you. Please lift your hearts and be in prayer 
when the issue comes up, and let God guide you.�

Bob Swing, member at First Oak Ridge UMC, 
said his daughter is a lesbian, living in a monoga-
mous relationship, who recently adopted an infant.

�After I heard our Bishop plead with the Annual 
Conference for placements of black clergy, and 
after I talked with female clergy who say they feel 
rejected, and after I saw the hate-filled circulars 
sent to General Conference delegates ... it s̓ been 
dictated to Joyce and me that we can no longer be 
quiet,� Swing said.

Swing distributed a petition he submitted to the 
General Conference in October, proposing deletion 
of The Book of Discipline statement: �The United 
Methodist Church does not condone the practice of 
homosexuality and considers this practice incom-
patible with Christian teaching.�

 Swing s̓ petition, similar to others submitted 
to the legislative body, proposes this substitution 
sentence: �The United Methodist Church embraces 
sexual fidelity and considers promiscuous, non-
covenantal, sexual relationships incompatible with 
Christian teaching.�

Rachel Ryan, member at First Oak Ridge UMC, 
said she stopped attending the Roman Catholic 
Church after unsuccessful attempts to discuss with 
the leadership its non-acceptance of female clergy. 
While expressing pride in the United Methodist 
Church as �a church willing to change and evolve,� 
she said the denomination s̓ current language 
regarding homosexuals is �exclusionary and un-
Christlike.�

Other speakers included Carol Green of Green 
Meadow UMC, in support of resolutions strength-
ening the denomination s̓ peace-favoring principles, 
and Samuel Duck of First Maryville UMC, asking 
the United Methodist Church not to boycott compa-
nies operating in Israel.

The Rev. Eddie Fox, Holston delegation leader, 
thanked the speakers for their participation. The 
Rev. Dennie Humphreys, clergy delegate from 
Chattanooga, Tenn., closed the session with prayer.

After the forum, Fox said the delegation would 
consider viewpoints and concerns of church mem-
bers they represent as well as personal beliefs when 
deciding how to vote at General Conference.

 �We each have our own deep convictions and 
understandings. That s̓ part of who we are,� Fox 
told The Call. �The thing that binds us is our love 
for Christ and each other. I love this church and 
want this church to be faithful.�

�We had several people speak today, but we didnʼt 
hear everyone today,� Fox added, noting that other 
church members had communicated viewpoints and 
concerns to him prior to the March 29 meeting.                                    
     � Annette Spence
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annual conference reminders: 
Hands-on project: Now through early June

This spring, Holston churches will again collect supplies for 
missions in one of two African countries. Each district will have a 
different assignment. For example, Chattanooga and Cleveland 
will collect food buckets (cornmeal, tea bags, canned ham) for 
Zimbabwe. Tazewell and Wytheville will collect school supply kits 
(notebooks, rulers, crayons) for Liberia. Churches will be asked 
to deliver supplies to a central place within their districts by June 
6. The supplies will be blessed during the Holston Annual Confer-
ence, June 8-11 in Lake Junaluska, N.C., before they are shipped 
to Africa.  For a �2008 Hands-On Missions Brochure� detailing your 
district�s assignment, call your district office or visit  
http://missions.holston.org. 

Church-wide offering for Sudan: May 18 
On May 18 or an alternate date, Holston�s 910 churches 

will take an Annual Conference offering with the goal of raising 
$125,000 for Sudan. Church treasurers will receive a special enve-
lope for the offering through postal mail. Clergy or lay members 
attending Annual Conference should bring their Sudan offerings in 
the designated envelope. The Holston Annual Conference will be 
held June 8-11 at Lake Junaluska, N.C.

Special requests: Due by May 23
Reservations for meeting/activity space (in addition to those 

that are part of the regular schedule) must be requested for 
Annual Conference by May 23. Requests for display space will be 
considered for United Methodist ministries on a first-come, first-
served basis until May 25. Requests may be sent to: Coordinator 
of Annual Conference, P.O. Box 850, Alcoa, TN 37707-0850, or 
AnneTravis@holston.org. The Holston Annual Conference will be 
held June 8-11 at Lake Junaluska, N.C. 

Called session for clergy : June 1 in Knoxville 
The Appointment Cabinet has approved a special session of 

the 2008 Annual Conference, to be held at Central United Method-
ist Church in Knoxville, Tenn., on Sunday, June 1. The purpose is 
to conduct clergy business and the Ordination Service. The Clergy 
Session begins at 4 p.m. The Ordination Service begins at  5:30 
p.m. Laity are invited to join the clergy for the Ordination Service. 

The Commissioning Service will be held during the regularly 
scheduled session of the Annual Conference at Lake Junaluska, 
N.C., June 8-11. For more information, call the Conference Secre-
tary�s office toll-free at (866) 690-4080. Directions, parking informa-
tion, and other details will soon be posted at www.holston.org.■

Continued from page 8

Holston Conference rejoices in these 
total attendances for Easter Sunday, 
March 23 (reported via The Call 2):

15 � New Providence (Cleveland District)
22 � Paperville (Abingdon District)
23 � Shults Grove (Maryville District)
25 � Bethel (Kingsport District)
25� Whiteside (Chattanooga District)
26 � Mt. Olivet (Cleveland District)
31 � Burnette Memorial (Maryville District)
33 � Lebanon (Kingsport District)
34 � Looney�s Creek (Chattanooga District) 
35 � Afton (Johnson City District)
37 � Whittenburg (Morristown District)
38 � Old Union (Kingsport District)
38 � Robbins Chapel (Big Stone Gap Dist.)
40 � Mt.Carmel (Cleveland District)
42 � Goodfield (Cleveland District)
44 � Mt. Olive/ Dayton (Cleveland District)
49 � Rye Cove (Big Stone Gap District)
50 � Heiskill (Oak Ridge District) 
52 � Limestone (Johnson City District)
52 � Cedar Bluff (Tazewell District)
62 � Hunt�s Chapel (Morristown District)
63 � Gladeville (Wytheville District)
64 � St. Charles (Big Stone Gap District)
67 � Arcadia (Kingsport District)
68 � Tate Chapel (Morristown District)
71 � Virginia Avenue (Abingdon District)
72 � Love�s Memorial (Morristown District)
74 � Grange Hall (Kingsport District)
74 � Looney�s Chapel (Tazewell District)
79 � Pruitt Hill (Morristown District)
80 � McFerrin (Kingsport District)
80 � Appalachia (Big Stone Gap District)

83 �Greenwood (Johnson City District)
83 � Valley View (Oak Ridge District) 
87 � Wesley Mem./Etowah (Cleveland District)
94 � Stone Dam (Johnson City District)
101 � Jellico (Oak Ridge District)
101 � Signal Mountain (Chattanooga Dist.)
102 � Webb�s Creek (Maryville District)
105 � St. Paul East (Knoxville District)
106 � Englewood (Cleveland District)
110 � Pisgah (Tazewell District)
112 � Logan�s Chapel (Maryville District)
113 � Strawberry Plains (Morristown District)
124 � St. John (Maryville District)
124 � Mt. View/ Dayton (Cleveland District) 
125 � Kendricks Creek (Kingsport District)
127 � McKendree (Chattanooga District)
127 � Mount Hebron (Morristown District)
129 � Lonsdale (Knoxville District)
132 � Noe�s Chapel (Morristown District)
134 � Eden (Johnson City District)
136 � Simpson (Chattanooga District)
136 � Christ/ G�ville (Morristown District)
144 � Mt. Pleasant/G�ville (Morristown Dist.)
145 � Oakland (Wytheville District)
147 � Reynolds Mem. (Abingdon District)
147 � First Oneida (Oak Ridge District)
149 � Mountain View (Maryville District)
153 � First Madisonville (Maryville District)
154 � Asbury (Knoxville District)
161 � Trinity/ Bristol (Abingdon District)
162 � Centenary (Johnson City District)
163 � First Mountain City (Abingdon Dist.)
168 � Wears Valley (Maryville District)
170 � Clintwood (Big Stone Gap District)
174 � Piney Flats (Johnson City District)
175 � Sulphur Springs (Chattanooga Dist.)

178 � Mt. Olivet (Wytheville District)
184 � Main Street (Tazewell District)
191 � Dunlap (Chattanooga District)
197 � First Richlands (Tazewell District)
203 � First Bristol (Abingdon District)
206 � Addilynn Mem. (Abingdon District)
207 � Bookwalter (Knoxville District)
223 � West End (Wytheville District)
229 � Hillcrest (Knoxville District)
242 � First Copperhill (Cleveland District)
247 � First Galax (Wytheville District)
248 � Trinity/ Athens (Cleveland District)
253 � Rutherford Mem. (Knoxville District)
261 � First Bluefield (Tazewell District)
268 � Edgefield (Johnson City District)
270 � Faith (Knoxville District)
274 � Washington Pike (Knoxville District)
290 � Second (Knoxville District)
335 � Trinity/ Morristown (Morristown Dist.)
377 � Shady Grove (Morristown District)
393 � First Johnson City (Johnson City Dist.)
417 � Abingdon (Abingdon District)
426 � Kingston (Oak Ridge District)
454 � Hiltons Mem. (Big Stone Gap District)
576 � Central/ Radford (Wytheville District) 
714 � Signal Crest (Chattanooga District)
803 � First Alcoa (Maryville District)
864 � First Morristown (Morristown District)
869 � Central/ Lenoir City (Oak Ridge Dist.)
917 � Middlebrook Pike (Knoxville District)
1,088 � Fountain City (Knoxville District)
1,106 � Ooltewah (Cleveland District)
1,430 � First Broad Street (Kingsport District)
1,468 � Church Street (Knoxville District)
1,561 � Munsey Mem. (Johnson City Dist.)
4,955 � Cokesbury (Knoxville District) ■

opportunities:

Mental health workshops:
April  12, 13, 17, 19

Four workshops in four regions will be 
presented during the denomination�s �Week 
of the Young Child� as a way of educating 
church workers about helping young people 
with mental health issues. �Mental Health 
Matters: Focusing on Our Children, Youth, 
and Their Families� will be offered April 
12, 8:30 a.m. to noon at Ooltewah UMC, 
Ooltewah, Tenn.; April 13, 2 to 5 p.m. at 
Concord UMC, Knoxville, Tenn.; April 17, 6 
to 8:30 p.m. at St. Paul UMC, Wytheville, 
Va.; and April 19, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
at Munsey Memorial UMC, Johnson City, 
Tenn. Register at www.mentalhealthmatters.
holston.org, or call the Connectional Minis-
tries office toll-free at (866) 690-4080.

Children’s Day: May 10, 24, 31 
Children�s Day is four hours of games, 

arts and crafts, campfire songs and stories, 
and devotions, offered at each of Holston�s 
four camps. Many children�s ministry direc-
tors use the opportunity as a year-end party 
or the launch event for the summer program. 
Children�s Day will be held 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at Wesley Woods (Townsend, Tenn.) on May 
10, Buffalo Mountain (Jonesborough, Tenn.) 
on May 24, Lookout (Rising Fawn, Ga.) 
on May 31, and Dickenson (Fries, Va.) on 
May 31. To register, contact Wesley Woods 
at (865) 448-2246 or wwwcamptn@aol.
com; Buffalo Mountain at (423) 753-6678 or 
jason@buffalomountaincamp.org; Lookout 
at (706) 820-1163 or don@camplookout.
com; or Dickenson at (276) 744-7241 or 
cdickenson@tcia.net.

Clergy choir: June 10 
A clergy choir will sing for the Tuesday 

afternoon Service of Remembrance at 
Annual Conference on June 10. To par-
ticipate, send name, e-mail address, postal 
address, and voice part to: Lynn Hutton, 
7234 Middlebrook Pike, Knoxville,  TN 
37909, or lhutton@middlebrookpike.com. 
You will receive a rehearsal schedule and list 
of music prior to Annual Conference. 

Calling All Men: Aug. 15-16 
All men of Holston Conference (and non-

members as well) are encouraged to attend 
�Calling All Men: A Gathering to Strengthen 
the Hearts of Men.� The Aug. 15-16 event 
will be held at Sevierville Events Center in 
Sevierville, Tenn., and will feature Bishop 
James Swanson as a speaker. Register 
online at www.CallingAllMen.net or call toll-
free (866) 690-4080. ■


