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The Call

inside:  who’s the new d.s.? bilingual revival
Two Morristown District churches 
gather for a cross-cultural Holy Week 
revival in �District Roundup.� 
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finally,  fort worth
It s̓ been four long years since the last General Conference. 
The Call begins coverage of the mega UMC meeting, which 
kicks off April 23
in Texas.                                                    
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By Annette Spence
 

O   
ne year ago, this dance 
team from Chuckey, Tenn., 
was devastated when they 
werenʼt chosen to repre-

sent their district in the talent festival 
at Resurrection. 

On April 23, these seven young 
women from Stone Dam United Meth-
odist Church will dance on a stage in 
Fort Worth, Texas, for more than 1,000 
international leaders of The United 
Methodist Church.

�Steps of Grace� � a dance team 
created after Resurrection 2006 left 
a motivating impres-
sion � has been 
selected to appear 
in the opening  
ceremony for the 
denomination s̓ 
major meeting, 
along with other 
dance groups 
from across the 
country. 

The teen-
agers met 
recently with 
The Call to

 

talk about their journey. They also 
talked about their excitement in prais-
ing God, sharing their gifts, and in 
some cases, discovering gifts they 
didnʼt know they had. 

When asked if they knew what 
General Conference is, the girls were 

               :

The United Methodist Church,� said 
Cortni. 

�It s̓ like Resurrection for old 
people,� said Ashley.

�It s̓ where they decide all the stuff 
for the church for the next few years,� 
said Raelynn.

The youth said they are honored 
yet nervous to represent Holston Con-
ference in Texas, with only two years 
of dancing experience under their 
belts, most in front of their own con-
gregation. Stone Dam has an average 
worship attendance of 88.

�We know that if we mess 
up in front of our own church, 

they wonʼt notice and theyʼll 
still love us,� 

Ashley said. 
�This is dif-
ferent.�

The girls 
created the 
team in 
2006 after 
returning 
from Res-
urrection, 

The Rev. Archer Coppedge is 
projected to lead the Big Stone 
Gap District, effective in June.  
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Vacation 
Bible School 
offering will  
build school 
in Liberia

ABINGDON: Scouts in the pulpit at Meadowview

Dancing for General Conference
Stone Dam team will step for Texas

The brochure reads, �Please hand 
me another brick for the school 
at Zwedru!� and soon, children s̓ 

ministry workers and missions leaders 
will be asked to do just that.

This summer, Holston Conference 
will unite children attending Vacation 
Bible School in a mission effort to help 
build a school for their brothers and 
sisters in Zwedru, Liberia. 

A brochure explaining the VBS 
offering will soon be postal-mailed to 
children s̓ ministry workers and mis-
sion leaders from the conference office 
in Alcoa, Tenn. The brochure is also 
available for download at missions.
holston.org. 

Bishop John Innis of Liberia 
requested the aid from Holston Con-
ference, according to Bishop James 
Swanson s̓ office. 

�Donʼt give up on Liberia. Peace 
has come to our land ... The need for 
village schools is the most urgent need 
for Liberia. It is the churches which 
are providing quality education for the 
children of Liberia today,� Innis said.

The new school s̓ estimated cost, 
using locally made sun-dried bricks, is 
$60,000, according Swanson s̓ office. 
Land for the new school has already 
been purchased with funds from 
Holston s̓ Change for Children offerings. 

Bishop Swanson has been invited to 
preach at the Liberia Annual Confer-
ence in February 2009. 

For more information, call the Con-
nectional Ministries office toll-free at 
(866) 690-4080 or e-mail 
connectionalministries@holston.org. ■

district roundup

Abingdon:  Meadowview UMC has an aver-
age worship attendance of 68. On Feb. 3, Mead-
owview had 118 worshippers in attendance for a 
combination Souper Bowl of Caring/ Scouting Min-
istry Sunday. �Scouts led the worship and also joined 
with the congregation to contribute $125 and 35 cans 
of food for Stone Soup Food Pantry in Abingdon,� 
reports Pastor Katye Fox. The congregation hosted a 
fellowship meal in honor of the scouts, leaders, and 
their families following morning worship.

Big Stone Gap:  Hiltons Memorial UMC fre-
quently celebrates new highs, such a new record for 
Sunday school attendance on the first Sunday of the 
year, with 116. On Feb. 17, the church added 13 new 
members to the roll. And on Easter Sunday, March 23, 
Hiltons set an all-time new attendance record with 454 
in worship. Hiltons is led by the Rev. Will Shewey.

  
Chattanooga: The Rev. Roy Howard sends 

this report from Wauhatchie UMC, where he is pia-
nist: �Using an interpreter, Rev. Steve Galyon led 
a young Chinese man who speaks little English to 
make his profession of faith in Christ. The man came 
to Wauhatchie to be baptized and continues to attend. 
The man who operates the projector for Wauhatchie 
found an Internet site that translates English into Chi-
nese. Now, on the screen in the sanctuary, the words 
of the hymns and Apostles  ̓Creed appear in both 
English and Chinese.�

Cleveland:  Englewood UMC started a grief 
support group after noticing that several in the con-
gregation had experienced loss in death, divorce, jobs, 
homes, or health. �We wanted to carve out a space and 
time for folks to bring their grief stories, to find health 
and comfort in the presence of others,� explains Pastor 
David Graybeal. So far, the group includes five people 
� including some from outside the church � who meet 
on the last Monday of each month.

 Johnson City:  The district organized a senior 
adult council at the request of the conference senior 
adult council. On March 13, the district council pre-

sented its Þ rst-ever �Johnson City Jubilee� at Chero-
kee UMC, with worship led by the Rev. Clark Jenkins 
and Retta Overturf of First Broad Street UMC.  Fifty 
seniors attended. A similar event is planned for Sep-
tember 2008.  

Kingsport:  St. Luke UMC trustees voted 
to allow Interfaith Hospitality Network to use the 
vacant parsonage to house a family in need. �This 
move prevented a family with three children from 
being split up and sent to foster care,� reports Pastor 
Steph Burkhart. St. Luke is one of 13 Kingsport 
churches that routinely provides housing and meals 
to homeless families on a rotating weekly basis. 
Holston churches in Chattanooga, Johnson City, and 
Knoxville are also supporters of IHN. 

Knoxville:  On June 14 the district will spon-
sor a �Jesus in the Park� day at World s̓ Fair Park. 
The event begins at 11 a.m. with activities and a cel-
ebration of ministries, continuing in the ampitheater 
at 4 p.m. with music led by Willie Kitchens. Bishop 
James Swanson will preach at 5 p.m.  

Maryville: Send news and photos to: Editor, 
The Call, P.O. Box 850, Alcoa, TN 37701-0850, fax 
(865) 690-3162, or thecall@holston.org.

MorristownMorristown:: When Noe s̓ Chapel UMC 
invited the Rev. Arturo Reyna to preach at a Holy 
Week revival, Reyna brought his own congrega-
tion along for the experience. Rios de Agua Viva, or 
Rivers of Living Water, is a new Hispanic congre-
gation based at Liberty Hill UMC. Noe s̓ and Rios 
members joined for three nights of bilingual worship 
led by Reyna, with music provided by 
the Noe s̓ choir and Rios praise band. 
�I feel sad that I cannot speak your 
language, but when weʼre in heaven 
weʼll all understand each 
other,� a Rios member said 
to Noe s̓ members during 
a praise moment (as 
interpreted by Reyna). 
Noe s̓ Chapel is led by 
the Rev. Dennis Loy.  

Oak Ridge:  The district will offer lay speaker 
training at First Oak Ridge UMC on Friday, April 
11, from 6:30 to 9 p.m., and on Saturday, April 12, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Trainers include Rev. Scott 
Ketron, Rev. Bill Akers, Rev. Jay Ferguson, and 
Rev. Brenda Poole. A fall course will be offered Oct. 
10-11 at Beaver Ridge UMC. 

Tazewell: The Rev. Terry Goodman s̓ son plays 
in a basketball league. The pastor makes DVDs of 
each ballgame, along with a Max Lucado �plan of 
salvation and a welcome greeting from Goodman s̓ 
church, Virginia Avenue UMC. The opposing team 
receives reservation forms for the DVDs, requesting 
contact information and church home (if any). So far, 
Goodman says he s̓ distributed 300 DVDs. He plans 
to use the collected contact information to invite the 
players and their families to Vacation Bible School. 

 
Wytheville:  �Too many times, our youth do 

not  have any special religious events planned after 
coming back excited from Resurrection,� says the 
Rev. Kevin Fiorini. �The Wythe Cluster churches 
decided to change that.� On Saturday night, March 1, 
the cluster sponsored a concert with Souled Out, from 
First Hillsville UMC, and COR 13, a band named 
after Corinthians 13. About 110 youth and counselors 
attended the concert at St. Paul UMC. �Youth came 
up to the stage and rocked just like at Resurrection,� 
Fiorinio says. A summer outdoor concert is 
in the works.  
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MORRISTOWN: Bilingual revival at Noe�s Chapel WYTHEVILLE: Wythe Cluster concert for youth

�Steps of Grace,� from Johnson City District�s Stone Dam UMC, includes (clockwise from left) Natasha, Terra, Cortni, Abby, Katie, Raelynn, and Ashley. 
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unhesitant in answering. 
                     �It s̓ a meeting of the 
                       important 
                         people 
                             in
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