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I sit behind my stained glass windows on Dec. 3 waiting for 
the sounds of construction equipment. It has been three years 

in the making. We are ready to build. We are excited and anx-
ious. This is almost the best Christmas present one could ask 
for. In nine months we will have an additional 10,000 square 
feet. You could fit two of the current churches in the new wing. 

Some things will change. Some won’t. When floods, quakes, 
and tsunamis hit, I hear a murmur that goes something like this: 
“We are building so we can do ministry. We can’t stop doing 
what we’re doing just because we are building. We have to 
keep doing what we have done.”

So, out came the flood buckets. We only had room for 10. I 
just took them off to Harry Howe at Project Crossroads.

In rolled the truck filled with five tons of food. We sorted 
and handed it out to needy families in the community during 
the week before Thanksgiving. 

I have in my hands the name of five families with develop-
mentally disabled family members who need help this Christmas.

I wait for the sounds of construction to start. I don’t have to 
wait for the sounds of ministry to begin. I hear the sounds of 
kids handing out food and the older folks sorting it. I hear fami-
lies discussing what Christmas presents they will buy for other 
families in need. I see meals going out to our shut-ins. I know 
this will be the merriest Christmas we have had here.

 Rev. Donald Smith, Shady Grove UMC

M y great Uncle Claude on my mother’s side of the family 
was a developmentally delayed adult. Back in the 1950-

60s, when I was a child, we called him mentally retarded. Had 
he lived today, things would be much different. In those days 
people often made fun of him and he was on the receiving end of 
many cruel pranks. To my shame, I remember joining in on some 
of this. 
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Visions of sugar plums

Invited to respond through district offices and on 
Facebook, church members sent in their holiday 
memories, news, and photos for this special expanded 
"District Roundup." Enjoy.  

Please see “Christmas Roundup" on  page 4.

christmas 
roundup

The door is 
open for guests
at Harrison UMC
in Chattanooga
District.

Holston churches 
come through for 
Jubilee Project

Vehicles line up outside the old high school gym for food.

Children's clothing is in high demand. "It flies out of here," says Jubilee's Randy Hildebrant.

Volunteers pack hundreds of food bags. A Jubilee youth prepares to unload potatoes.

Volunteers sort and fold donated clothing. Some food was donated by Second Harvest.

Residents were also allowed to pick from 
donated appliances (left), based on need.

Photos by Dennis Loy
and Doris Burton

(Left) Rev. Katye Fox delivers goods 
                       from Midtown Valley-
                       Harriman UMC.

Heidi Hutchinson compared it to the Berlin Airlift. In the 
weeks leading up to a Christmas outreach in Sneedville, 
Holston churches delivered load after load of food, 
blankets, clothing, and money to help their brothers 
and sisters in need. By the time of the Dec. 5 giveaway, 
co-director Hutchison and other Jubilee staff were emo-
tional and grateful for the Holston response. "I  have 
never seen anything like it,"
 Hutchison said. "What the 

churches have done for the 
people here is ...  I have never 

seen anything like it."   


